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2011–2012 Annual Report

We dream of a world where every child has a voice  
and the ability to achieve their full potential.
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From the Board Chair

Dr. Robert G. Blunden

 
If I were to choose one word to sum up my first year as chairman of the 
Board for Christian Children’s Fund of Canada (CCFC) after serving six years 
as a Board member, it would be, “inspired.” 

I’m inspired by the work the organization is doing around the world. New innovations 
like the travelling backpack program that brings education to children living in  
isolated areas of Paraguay or our entrepreneurship project in India that will increase 
family incomes.

I’m inspired by the drive I’ve seen in the individuals who live in CCFC-supported 
communities. They work hard and want the very best for their children. They are eager  
to learn more and to partner with us so their children can lead healthy lives.

I’m inspired by CCFC staff at home and overseas. They work hard because they know that 
what they do has significant purpose, so they do it with excellence. 

I’m also inspired by the investment of time and resources from individuals, corporations, 
and fellow ChildFund Alliance members who strongly believe in our work around the 
world. This year, CCFC received grants from the Canadian government to implement 
projects that improve life for thousands of children and their families. And, as part of the 
ChildFund Alliance, CCFC collaborates with members during emergencies and participates 
in initiatives that promote children’s rights. Together, the Alliance is a global force that 
helps children in more than 50 countries.

Most of all, I am inspired by those who stand with us to support children—some who do 
so sacrificially. These are tough times for many, but CCFC sponsors understand that those 
living in our communities are struggling as well. Thank you for your willingness to 
sacrifice personal comforts to make life better for the developing world. 

I am grateful and humbled to play a part on the Board which, in addition to decision 
making and planning, ensures that CCFC is accountable and transparent in all its actions 
to help children and families around the world. On behalf of the Board of Directors,  
I thank CCFC staff, supporters, and friends for a very inspiring year.

Chairman of the Board
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From the CEO

Mark Lukowski

 
Being able to sponsor children with Christian Children’s Fund of Canada 
(CCFC) is a blessing. My wife Angela and I sponsor several children  
and it’s been an amazing experience to receive updated photos and  

letters to find out how they are doing. 

I have also personally seen how our contributions are changing lives for entire 
communities. I have met adults who used to be sponsored that are now serving their 
community as teachers or doctors. Their achievements could often be attributed to the 
support and encouragement they received from individuals located halfway across the 
world who were no longer strangers, but friends.

This year we have been able to assist more than 360,000 children, families, and 
communities through improvements in education, clean water, health and nutrition, 
community organizations, environment, and vocations.

As you read our annual report, you will see some of the other accomplishments  
we’ve been able to achieve through your support such as:

• Assessingthehealthandnutritionstatusof27,112individualstoensure
appropriate treatments.

• Providing32,544childrenwithfunandsafeafter-schoolactivities.

• Constructingorenhancing162cleanwaterprojectssuchaswells,boreholes,
and rainwater harvesting tanks.

• Helping11,150childrencontinuetheireducationthroughtheprovisionof
school fees, registration and lodging assistance, or school supplies.

It is so meaningful to communicate with families overseas and share life together 
through letters. Sponsorship is only a small act of kindness, but it produces life-changing 
results. To quote Mother Teresa, “In this life, we cannot do great things. We can only do 
small things with great love.”

I thank you for journeying with CCFC on this mission to unify our world with love and  
for bringing joy to the children we serve.

May God bless you,

CEO and Child Sponsor



Sustainable Livelihood Development

Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene

19,256 men, women, and children were trained on critical water 
safety and sanitation practices; 1,839 sanitation facilities like 
toilets, latrines, and soakaways were constructed or improved; and 
162 clean water provisions were built or enhanced — including 
boreholes, wells, water points, and rainwater harvesting tanks.

6,839 parents received essential accounting, bookkeeping, and 
basic business skills training; 7,152 individual, micro-credit 
business loans were distributed; 4,898 head of livestock were 
distributed to small business owners to establish or expand 
enterprise farms; and 4,111 men, women, and youth participated 
in vocational training programs. 

Strengthening Community Organizations

12 communities reached a high enough level of sustainability to 
graduate from CCFC’s sponsorship program; 5,235 individuals 
received training to develop and organize community groups 
designed to improve living conditions at the grassroots level;  
and 15,583 parents and children participated in training to 
strengthen local committees.

48,457 children sponsored * 

364,000 children, youth, and community members benefitted from CCFC support*

*As of March 31, 2012

Gender Issues and Rights Awareness

4,603 women received small business loans enabling them to 
develop independent, sustainable incomes to support their 
families; 5,508 women received life saving prenatal and postnatal 
health education; 12,240 men, women, and children were 
educated on gender rights, such as the right for women to vote; 
and 406 women learned to read.  
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2011–2012 Highlights From Around the World



Environment

EducationHealth and Nutrition

861,454 daily meals or nutritional snacks were provided; 
144,860 children received de-worming and anti-parasitic 
medication; 30,566individualsparticipatedinHIV/AIDS
awareness and prevention programs; 27,112 had their health 
and nutritional status assessed; 20,338 received basic medical 
care and 7,435 received specialized medical care; 14,702 
received immunizations; and 22,502 individuals participated in 
health education sessions.

136,137 children received school supplies, textbooks, or 
uniforms; 11,150 children received school fees or assistance to 
continue their secondary education; 9,904 students attended 
tutorial classes; 60 early childhood development centres were 
constructed or improved; 166 schools, playgrounds, or facilities 
such as classrooms, computer labs, or libraries were built or 
enhanced; 759 adults received literacy training, providing them 
with essential skills to succeed in life; and 891 teachers and 
volunteers received upgraded teacher training.

220,105 trees (including fruit and nut trees) were planted to 
improve the environment and increase the community’s 
nutritional and economic status; 19,266 community members 
were educated on critical environmental issues like soil erosion and 
conservation, deforestation, and recycling; 5,475 children 
participated in environmental clubs; and 1,467 kitchen and 
community gardens were established, providing a consistent, 
local source of nutrition for families.

Emergency Response DuringtheHornofAfricacrisis,weprovided:7,368 individuals in Ethiopia with food and seeds to 
plant drought-resistant crops; and 3,349 children in Kenya with clean water projects. Through the ChildFund Alliance, we also 
helped more than 80,000 victims of the Japan earthquake with daily necessities.

Child Rights and Protection

32,544 children participated in extracurricular activities, 
offering them a fun, safe, and supervised alternative after school; 
14,688 men, women, and children were educated on the 
importance of basic human rights for children, such as the dangers 
of child labour and child abuse; and 114 houses were built or 
significantly improved, providing essential shelter to children. 
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Building Community  A neighbourhood in the Coronel 
Oviedo district in Paraguay suffered from a lack of clean water.  
As a result, children and adults were frequently at risk of 
waterborne diseases.

CCFC worked with the community to establish a committee that 
would meet at a community centre to discuss issues, propose 
solutions, and learn through workshops. The committee, along 
with another nearby community that also needed water service, 
petitioned the government to extend water pipes to their area.

Today, both communities are connected to the local water supply. 
The 300 children who come to the centre for classes and activities 
can now enjoy lunch and snacks that have been prepared  
with clean water. 

Valuing Education   When CCFC arrived at a small fishing 
village in the Thoothukudi district in India, school enrollment was 
low as many children spent their days working with their parents, 
taking care of their younger siblings, fishing, or collecting firewood. 

But today, obtaining an education is greatly valued in the village 
through CCFC and its partner’s educational awareness campaigns. 
CCFC has significantly boosted school attendance by providing 
children with uniforms, supplies, and tuition fees. CCFC also 
provides extracurricular activities and opportunities for students 
to develop their talents and learn about their rights. 

“The children of my village participate in a group called the Child 
Rights Protection Forum,” says 12-year-old Mariamoulanabruncy. 
“Through this, we have helped children who have dropped out  
of school to return. I really thank CCFC for giving children 
opportunities to learn new things.”

Success Stories

Developing Entrepreneurs  Kuku Tesfaye lives in the Wolaita zone in southern 
Ethiopia with her husband and two children. As the sole income earner for the family, 
Kuku’s husband, a day labourer, often struggles to find work throughout the year to 
provide for his children’s needs. But lately, life has improved for Kuku’s family.

Kuku and several other women from low-income neighbourhoods joined CCFC-
supported self-help groups, which provide a platform for women to discuss social 
problems in their community and voice their concerns. Women are also trained on 
income-generating activities and receive help to gain access to credit in order to buy 
the materials they need to start their own businesses. The training helps these women 
create products by using simple technologies and locally available materials. 

“By selling my homemade candles and soaps, I am able to earn an income that is 
helping me buy food and clothes for my children,” explains Kuku, who is saving to fulfill 
her dream of opening a shop in the local market.

By encouraging savings and providing the women with access to credit, CCFC’s self-
help groups open doors for small businesses to succeed, household incomes to increase, 
and for families like Kuku’s to have a better life. 
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2012 Board of Directors
As of July 2012

Dr. Robert Blunden
Chairman of the Board

Dr. Douglas Ellenor
ViceChairperson

Mr. Geoff Hoy
Treasurer

Mrs. Kate McMaster
Secretary

Ms. Donna Alteen

Dr. John Dirks

Mr. Ken Edwards

Mr. Abebe Engdasaw

Ms. Ann Hughes

Dr. Jennifer Hughes

Ms. Michele McKenzie

Mr. Paul Newbigging 

Dr. Paul Roberts
HonoraryChairman

Allocation of  
Program Resources
For the fiscal year April 1, 2011 to March 31, 2012*

*Excludes the non-cash contributions of  
life-saving medications.

Over the last five years, CCFC directed more than 
80% of overall expenses to programs.

(in thousands of dollars)

Summarized Balance Sheet 
As of March 31 2012 2011

Assets $ $

Currentassets 1,241 1,787
Investments 4,443 3,667
Capitalassets 6,112 6,278
Total Assets 11,796 11,732

Liabilities  

Currentliabilities 1,822 1,657
Deferredcontributions 1,817 2,007
Long-termliabilities 1,562 1,644
Total Liabilities 5,201 5,308

Net Assets  

Unrestricted funds 2,150 1,901

Investedincapitalassets 4,380 4,458
Endowment 65 65

Total Net Assets 6,595 6,424

Total Net Assets and Liabilities 11,796 11,732

Summarized Statement of Operations  
and Changes in Net Assets
For the year ended March 31 2012 2011

Revenue $ $

Sponsorshipandothercontributions 26,048 24,046
Contributions from Canadian International Development Agency 392 30

Donatedgoodsandrelatedcontributions 20,059 23,141
Total Revenue 46,499 47,217

Expenditure  

Program services

Healthandnutrition 24,653 27,036
Education 5,989 5,643
Strengthening community organizations 3,891 2,910

Water,sanitation,andhygiene 1,564 1,772
Sustainablelivelihooddevelopment 1,648 1,824
Emergency response 332 180

Fundraising 5,017 5,128
Administration 3,281 2,977
Total Expenditure 46,375 47,470

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditure for the year 124 (253)

Net assets - Beginning of year 6,424 6,678

Investments - net unrealized gains (losses) 47 (1)

Net Assets - End of year 6,595 6,424

  

Summarized Statement of Cash Flows
For the year ended March 31 2012 2011

Cash provided by (used in) $ $ 

Operating activities  

Excess(deficiency)ofrevenueoverexpenditurefortheyear 124 (253)
Item not affecting cash  

Amortizationofcapitalassets 753 795
Gain(loss)onsaleofcapitalassets 10 (24)

Changeinnon-cashoperatingworkingcapitalitems (34) 523
Total Operating Activities 853 1,041

Financing activities (168) (111)

Investing activities (1,246) (188)

(Decrease) increase in cash during the year (561) 742

Cash - Beginning of year 1,330 588

Cash - End of year 769 1,330

This information was extracted from CCFC’s full financial statements, which were independently audited by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, and can obtained at www.ccfcanada.ca

Christian Children’s Fund of Canada — Summarized Financial Statements

25%
Health and
nutrition

33%
Education

22%
Strengthening 

community 
organizations

9%
9%

Water, 
sanitation, 
and hygiene

Sustainable 
livelihood 
development

2% 
Emergency
response



8

Join us at Facebook.com/CCFC
Follow us at Twitter.com/CCFC
Watch us at YouTube.com/YCCCC

www.ccfcanada.ca

Contact info:
toll free 1-800-263-5437
tel 905-754-1001
fax 905-754-1002
info@ccfcanada.ca

Mailing address:
1200 Denison Street
Markham, ON  L3R 8G6
Canada

Connect with us

Our Mission

Christian Children’s Fund of Canada creates a future of hope for children, 
families, and communities by helping them develop the skills and resources 
to overcome poverty and pursue justice.

For more than 50 years, we have followed the example of Christ by serving 
the poor regardless of their faith, cultural, and ethnic background.

Thank you for your generosity and kindness to children, families,  
and individuals around the world. You are making a difference.
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