FY21 BURKINA FASO

ANNUAL
REPORT

Fiscal year ending March 31, 2021

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This report was prepared by Kassoum Morgo, MELKS officer, and Abdoulaye Diallo, program manager, and approved by
Mavalow Christelle Kalhoule, director - West Africa, Children Believe.
We are grateful to Children Believe’s staff and implementation partners in Burkina Faso for their commendable work over
the 2020-2021 fiscal year and providing support in the production of this report.
Special acknowledgement goes to Feleke Tadele, PhD., director of program effectiveness and resource management,
and Dr. Belinda Bennet, chief international programs officer, for their guidance and insights. Thanks also to the Canadian
communications team for report editing and assistance with the design.

Children Believe Burkina Faso, 2021

Front cover image: A young child from a Children Believe-supported community in Burkina Faso. PHOTO BY JURIS KORNETS

BURKINA FASO

2

CONTENTS

4

LIST OF BOXES, DIAGRAMS AND TABLES

5

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

7

FOREWORD

8

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY			

10		

FY21 highlights

12

Burkina Faso program impact and influence

13

Lessons learned and best practices

15

I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

16

Increased access to safer schools and quality education

17

Increased access to early childhood development

18

Increased access to affordable technical, vocational and higher education

19

II – ENSURING CHILDREN LIVE IN HEALTHY AND EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES

19

              Maternal and child health and nutrition

20

Sexual and reproductive health

20

Medicine to support internally displaced persons

22

III – ADVANCING CHILD RIGHTS, PARTICIPATION AND PROTECTION

22

Ending child marriage

24

Providing psychological care and support

25

IV – PROMOTING EQUALITY FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN

27

V – PARTNERING WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH FOR CHANGE

27

Child-Friendly Accountability

28

Youth-Friendly Accountability

28

Participation of displaced young people

30

VI – CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

32

VII – STRENGTHENING STRATEGIC COLLABORATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS

34

REFERENCES

35

ANNEX I – CHILDREN BELIEVE BURKINA FASO’S IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS

BURKINA FASO

3

LIST OF BOXES, DIAGRAMS AND TABLES

BOXES
29

Box 1: A youth leader inspiring the civic engagement of his peers

DIAGRAMS
9

Diagram 1: Alignment of Children Believe’s Pathways of Change with the United Nations Sustainable

		

Development Goals

TABLES
15

Table 1: Reach of Children Believe Burkina Faso’s education and vocational programs

20

Table 2: Reach of Children Believe Burkina Faso’s maternal, newborn and child health initiatives

24

Table 3: Number of people Children Believe Burkina Faso engaged in child protection

26

Table 4: Number of people Children Believe Burkina Faso engaged in gender equality efforts

29

Table 5: Number of young people empowered through Children Believe Burkina Faso’s child/youth engagement

		

and capacity-building initiatives

BURKINA FASO

4

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

CBOs		

Community-Based Organizations

CDN		

Canadian

CCEB		

Cadre de Concertation des Organisations Non-Gouvernementales et Associations Actives en Education

		

de Base au Burkina Faso (network of NGOs focused on education)

CEEP		

Centre d’Eveil et d’Education Préscolaire (early learning and preschool education centres)

CFAM		

Child-Friendly Accountability Methodology

CM		

Child Marriage

CREDO

Christian Relief and Development Organization

ECD		

Early Childhood Development

EE/SIM		

Église Évangélique/Société Internationale des Missionnaires

EU		

European Union

FGM		

Female Genital Mutilation

FORCE		

Network of NGOs for the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

FY21		

Fiscal Year 2020-2021

GBV		

Gender-Based Violence

GTPE		

Groupe de Travail pour la protection de l’Enfance (Child protection working group)

HIV/AIDS

Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome

HPIC		

Health Partners International of Canada

IDPs		

Internally Displaced Persons

IGAs 		

Income-Generating Activities

INGO		

International Non-Governmental Organization

LTP		

Learning Through Play

LTP+		

Learning Through Play Plus

MENAPLN

Ministère de l’éducation Nationale de l’alphabétisation et de la promotion des langues nationales 		

		

(Ministry of National Education, Literacy and Promotion of Languages)

MFSNFAH

Ministère de la femme de la solidarité nationale de la famille et de l’action humanitaire (Ministry of

		

Women, Family Solidarity and Humanitarian Action)

MS		

Ministère de Santé (Ministry of Health)

NGO		

Non-Governmental Organization

OCADES

Organisation Catholique pour le Développement et la Solidarité (Catholic Organization for Development

		and Solidarity)
OCED		

Organisation Chrétienne d’entraide et de développement (Christian Organization for Aid and Development)

PESU		

Prise en Charge des Enfants en Situation d’Urgences (Provision of prevention and protection services to

		

children affected by emergencies in the Centre-North and East regions)

BURKINA FASO

5

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS cont.

SDGs		

Sustainable Development Goals

SPONG		

Secretariat Permanent des organisations non-gouvernementales (Permanent Secretariat of Non-		

		Governmental Organizations)
SRH		

Sexual and Reproductive Health

STIs		

Sexually Transmitted Infections

UNFPA		

United Nations Population Fund

UNICEF

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund

VSLA		

Village Savings and Loans Association

WASH		

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

YFAM		

Youth-Friendly Accountability Methodology

6

FOREWORD

The 2020-2021 fiscal year (FY21) was laden with difficulties related to ongoing local insecurity issues and the global
COVID-19 pandemic. However, it provided an opportunity for Children Believe Burkina Faso to demonstrate our
steadfast commitment to supporting the most vulnerable populations. In active solidarity with our partners, we seized
the opportunity, elevating our efforts to implement not only what was planned, but also address the additional needs
that arose.
In FY21, we strengthened our efforts to promote emergency education in our affected communities. To combat
COVID-19 and address widespread challenges in access to appropriate health services and nutritional products, we
worked to improve health infrastructures and provide valuable information and resources. Additionally, we created the
necessary conditions and space for children and youth to participate in combatting violence against children, genderbased discrimination and social injustice; all things that contribute to a strong foundation for social cohesion and
sustainable development.
The results we achieved this past year give reason to feel satisfied, but the challenges and barriers for marginalized
children, families and communities have not been eradicated. There is much more work ahead of us and we are
determined to continue pushing forward, but we can’t do it alone. Our achievements this past year were made
possible thanks to the contribution of our donors and supporters. Thank you for joining us and supporting our
ambitious dream of creating a better world – a world where every child has a voice and the ability to achieve their full
potential. We hope you’ll continue on this journey with us.
Sincerely,

Mavalow Christelle Kalhoule
Director - West Africa, Children Believe
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
Education represents the hopes, dreams and aspirations of children, families, communities and nations around the world—
the most reliable route out of poverty and a critical pathway towards healthier, more productive citizens and stronger
societies.

Overcoming barriers to education is the keystone of Children Believe’s work, and this
past year, we were able to make advancements despite the challenges we faced.

This annual report outlines Children Believe Burkina
Faso’s key achievements from April 2020 through
March 2021. It presents the actions taken during
the year, the results achieved, the difficulties
encountered, as well as the main lessons we learned.
What is most apparent from the information is the
impact of COVID-19 and the local insecurity issues
on the needs of those we serve and our activities.
However, the objective of providing resources
and opportunities to create a future of hope for
marginalized children, families and communities,
never waivered.
Children Believe Burkina Faso developed guidelines
for implementing our programs in a fragile context to
ensure the continuity of our actions in the field. We
also put in place a monitoring, evaluation, learning
and knowledge-sharing system to reinforce a forward
momentum.
To support children, women and other community
members in leading local development initiatives and
bringing about the changes they want to see in their
communities, we mobilized our human, technical and
financial resources to facilitate their initiatives.

BURKINA FASO

A mother
holding a
handful
of grain.
Children
Believe
implemented
activities
to ensure
families had
had acccess
to food and
income.
(PHOTO BY PHILIP
MAHER)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

All of our work is aligned with the global Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to build a better and more sustainable
future for all (Diagram 1).

DIAGRAM 1: ALIGNMENT OF CHILDREN BELIEVE’S PATHWAYS OF CHANGE WITH THE UNITED
NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

In FY21, together with our partners, Children Believe Burkina Faso supported 263,541 children, youth, women and other
community members through programs focused on education, health and nutrition, child rights and protection, gender
equality and engaging children and youth for change.
We conducted several activities aimed at improving access to formal and/or non-formal education for girls and boys
by building the capacity of education stakeholders, improving the technical capacity of teachers, providing educational
materials, upgrading school infrastructures and advocating for greater commitment from the government and other dutybearers to early childhood development (ECD). Further, to respond to the threat of COVID-19 and security issues, we helped
ensure the learning environments of children were safe and child-friendly in all our program communities. We also worked
to promote child and youth participation through the implementation of the Child-Friendly Accountability Methodology
(CFAM). Additionally, to facilitate youth employment, we provided opportunities for them to strengthen their vocational
skills and start new businesses. Our efforts were wide-ranging and the achievements we made were significant, putting us
in a good position to advance further in FY22. On the next page, we share the highlights from this past year.

BURKINA FASO
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FY21 highlights

We worked with our five local implementing partners and more than 50 local and international non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) in five regions of Burkina Faso to address the needs of children, their families and communities.

In breaking barriers to education we were able to reach 37,664 boys, girls and young
women and men. We provided them with educational materials, tuition, scholarships
and training, and built stronger ECD infrastructures.

We were also very active in the
promotion of child rights and
protection in all of our communities
of operation. A total of 226,218
children/youth, parents, caregivers
and duty-bearers benefited from our
various interventions, which involved
awareness-raising sessions, training,
case management and advocacy
campaigns.
Children Believe Burkina Faso
improved maternal, newborn and child
health and nutritional intake through
increasing the use of maternal/child
health services and reducing harmful
practices in our program communities.
A total of 47,018 children, young
women and mothers were reached.

A healthy
mother and
child in Burkina
Faso. With
local partners,
Children Believe
has worked
to improve
maternal and
child health.

Aiding this effort, over the course of the year, we received medicine from Health Partners International of Canada (HPIC)
consisting of antibiotics and micronutrients. The donation benefited 469,354 internally displaced persons (IDPs), including
284,757 children and 230,327 women from the eastern and Centre-North regions of Burkina Faso.
Thanks to funding from UNICEF, 174,479 children under the age of five (90,729 girls) benefited from official birth
registration in 2,253 villages. With funding from the European Union (EU), we implemented the REDIRE project to respond
to the internal conflicts that caused a massive displacement of populations in our program areas, and to promote social
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

cohesion. Awareness sessions and dialogues were conducted, reaching 3,050 people, and helped the displaced and host
populations live together more peacefully. As well, we worked with the government and media to further our initiatives in
child protection and education in emergency situations.

One of our top priorities is the promotion of gender equality. Children Believe’s
programs provided access to resources and facilitated the creation of opportunities
and safe spaces for young women and mothers in order to empower them.

Within the framework of the PRODEC project, we trained agents of security forces, justice administrations and health
and social affairs organizations on protocols for the care of survivors of gender-based violence (GBV). Additionally,
we implemented a variety of activities to prevent child marriage and promote gender equality, girls’ education and the
economic empowerment of women. A total 77,107 girls, women and other community members benefited from our
interventions.
Our actions to promote child participation have made a difference in the field. Through the implementation of the CFAM
and a youth participation project funded by the EU, 12,291 adolescent boys and girls meaningfully participated in and led
child/youth agencies that promote their rights, amplify their voices and increase their influence in policy or actions that
affect their future.

A young girl at school in Burkina
Faso. Due to discrimination and
poverty, many girls and other
vulnerable populations are denied
their right to education. Children
Believe is changing this by
providing school supplies, training
and raising awareness to help
more children access education.
(PHOTO BY PHILIP MAHER. Photo taken prior to
COVID-19)
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Burkina Faso program impact and influence

In FY21, in collaboration with our local partners, Children Believe Burkina Faso helped 37,664 boys, girls, young women and men
living in fragile, vulnerable and marginalized communities remove barriers and gain access to inclusive, quality education and
vocational training. We constructed early childhood development (ECD) infrastructures with innovative and adapted approaches
in response to COVID-19. We also provided learning materials, including reading books, school furniture and radio devices for
distance learning, to 80 schools in our program areas, particularly the areas hosting internally displaced persons (IDPs).

Schoolgirls in Burkina Faso
receiving support from
their teacher. To improve
access to education for
marginalized populations
like girls, Children Believe
worked with teachers to
create safer, more inclusive
learning environments.
(PHOTO BY PHILIP MAHER. Photo
taken prior to COVID-19)

The following achievements further describe the impact we made over the fiscal year:
• A total of 7,435 boys and girls from our five areas of operation benefited from our sponsorship program.
• Through the actions of Children Believe and our implementing partners, 26,170 children, including 14,209 girls under age
25 who were victims of terrorist attacks, benefited from psychosocial, health and nutritional services, and a safe and
favourable space for their development through the PESU project.
• We provided cash transfers to 1,380 vulnerable households (1,063 female-headed and 317 male-headed).
• We also contributed to improving the health and nutrition of mothers, newborns and children through increasing the use
of maternal and child health services and reducing harmful practices in our program communities.
• Children Believe’s programs facilitated the creation of friendly, safe spaces for 226,218 young people, women and
mothers to ensure their voices are heard in societal decision-making processes that affect their lives.

1

PESU project: Provision of prevention and protection services to children affected by emergencies in the Central-North and East regions
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BURKINA FASO PROGRAM IMPACT AND INFLUENCE

•

•

•

•

Thanks to the effective collaboration with like-minded institutions and organizations, Children Believe was able to
achieve our targets despite the high security challenges the country was facing. We worked closely with the ministries in
charge of education, family, health, municipalities as well as other non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
We conducted three studies (two situational analyses and one impact evaluation) in collaboration with the ministries of
education, health and social affairs in order to assess the state of children’s rights, specifically their right to education,
during a humanitarian crisis. This initiative gathered about 50 actors in the field of education for best practices,
experience sharing and lessons learned.
Through our partnership with United Nations agencies, such as UNICEF, we made the fight against child marriage (CM)
and female genital mutilation (FGM) our main focus in the East region. As a result, in 137 villages, public declarations to
abandon the practice of CM and FGM were made. As well, to reinforce this commitment, local watch committees were
set up in the villages.
Young people are at the centre of the design and implementation of all of Children Believe’s programs. To promote child
participation and youth leadership, we facilitated opportunities and ensured spaces were created for them to voice their
interests and expectations to duty-bearers, influencing decisions made at the family, school and community levels.
We implemented the Child-Friendly Accountability Methodology (CFAM), contributing to the achievement of SDG 16,2
and established relationships with the Permanent Secretariat of the National Council for Childhood and the Centre for
Democratic Governance in the process. We were able to reach 12,291 children and strengthened their capacity to stand
up for their rights.

All the actions described have enabled us to achieve results that support the well-being of children and better position Children
Believe as a leader in the promotion of children’s rights and protection in Burkina Faso.

Lessons learned and best practices

In uncertain and changing contexts, the key to success for any organization is the ability to learn. In this regard, we captured key
lessons and what we found were best practices in helping us succeed in our initiatives. We share them below not only to support
the advancement of our work, but to also help sustain the achievements made in our operational areas even after the completion
of our projects.
•

A community-based approach is effective in fostering a sense of community ownership, lending to the sustainability of
achievements. It also helps reduce implementation costs.

The multi-actor approach results in a greater impact as it enables complementary
actions and efficient responses in interventions.

2

Protect children from abuse, exploitation, trafficking and violence
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•

•
•
•
•

•

Engaging women and facilitating the establishment of Village Savings and Loans Associations (VSLAs) to support
income-generating activities (IGAs) contributes to the economic independence and empowerment of women,
strengthening their influence in decision-making spaces.
The involvement of men in the interventions is necessary for greater efficacy. This involvement requires a better
awareness strategy to support it.
In addition to men, the involvement of customary and religious authority figures is an important factor contributing to the
acceptance of ideas, behaviours and initiatives within communities.
The COVID-19 pandemic emphasized the importance of being able to adapt working tools and approaches to the
context and current needs.
With ongoing security issues, to help ensure the safety of the children, families and communities we work with, along
with our staff, having a strong collaborative relationship with an international non-governmental organization (INGO)
focused on security was valuable.
To contribute to stable funding, it is very important to diversify funding sources, such as involving state actors, civil
society organizations and private corporations.

A woman holding a
gardening book, which
supported her incomegenerating activities in
agriculture. Children Believesupported Village Savings
and Loans Associations
have helped marginalized
women access financial
services to attain economic
empowerment.
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS
TO EDUCATION
Despite progress over the past two decades, millions of children around the world are still denied their right to inclusive, quality
education. In 2019, globally, more than 175-million pre-primary school-aged children and 262-million primary and secondary
school-aged children were not receiving an education (UNICEF, 2019).

Burkina Faso has a very weak basic education system that faces many challenges.
About 15 out of every 100 children do not attend school and education is not equally
accessible to males and females. The illiteracy rate is nearly 70 percent and nearly
80 percent for women (Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, 2016).

Also, geographic disparities are considerable, particularly between urban and rural areas, with the enrolment rate being five times
higher in the capital region of Ouagadougou than in remote rural areas (Ministry of National Education, 2021).
According to the latest report from the Burkina Faso Ministry of Education, this situation was exacerbated by the closure of
schools due to insecurity issues. A total of 2,244 schools closed (about 11 percent of the country’s schools), affecting 304,564
students (148,046 girls) and 12,480 teachers (4,568 women).
Initiatives to dismantle barriers to education and provide access to boys, girls as well as women from marginalized communities
must, therefore, be multi-pronged. In FY21, Children Believe Burkina Faso contributed to the payment of school fees for 1,100
impoverished children. Actions were taken in favour of girls’ education, in particular, resulting in 100 vulnerable girls being able
to continue their post-primary and secondary education with the help of scholarships. Also, children living in locations with high
security challenges were provided with 270 radios, allowing 2,700 children (1,404 girls) to take part in learning sessions remotely
while remaining safe.
Over the course of the year, Children Believe helped 37,664 young people access inclusive, quality education and vocational
training (Table 1).

TABLE 1: REACH OF CHILDREN BELIEVE BURKINA FASO’S EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL PROGRAMS

BURKINA FASO
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

Increased access to safer schools and quality education

Quality education is key to student retention and success, as well as continued community involvement and ownership of
the education system. In FY21, with our partners, Children Believe Burkina Faso helped improve the quality of learning in the
communities where we work by creating access to safe and friendly school environments.
With the threat of COVID-19, the Government of Burkina Faso took preventive measures by closing schools. Prior to reopening
them, the government and its partners took necessary steps to ensure the safety of children and teachers by distributing masks
and hand sanitizer, as well as carrying out awareness-raising campaigns. Children Believe Burkina Faso contributed to this effort
by providing 44,000 masks, 350 bottles of hand sanitizer and 325 bottles of liquid soap. We also helped raise awareness about
COVID-19 and prevention protocols with 7,303 parents and 40,230 children aged five to 17.

Schoolchildren in
Burkina Faso giving
a thumbs up after
receiving supplies,
including masks
and sanitizer, to
keep their school
environment safe.

To create a safe and friendly school environment conducive to learning, the space must be welcoming to all children. In Children
Believe Burkina Faso’s program areas, many children are excluded from school because of gender, ethnicity, physical or
intellectual disability, or socioeconomic status. In FY21, we worked with education departments to build the capacity of teachers
in promoting social inclusion and gender equality in schools by integrating child rights and protection into teacher training. As a
result, 55 teachers were trained in Inclusive education. As well, we helped young people and their communities engage in public
platforms to advocate for child rights and demand for the right to education from the government.
Further, Children Believe provided 7,435 impoverished children (3,866 girls) with school supplies, enabling them to participate
in school. For children impacted by local conflicts, we established 55 child-friendly spaces with financial support from UNICEF,
which connected over 18,000 children to psychosocial care in a safe and protected space, while maintaining a continuity of
education.
A total of 35,915 boys and girls benefited from our efforts to create access to quality preschool and primary education in FY21.
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

Increased access to early childhood development

Access to quality care and good education at a young age contributes significantly to social skills and emotional development
in later life, and increases a child’s desire to continue their education. This is particularly important in Children Believe’s program
areas and especially in unstable security and health contexts.

Early childhood development (ECD) and the Learning Through Play (LTP) method,
which Children Believe employs, aims to support the holistic development of
children: health and physical well-being, social skills, emotional maturity, cognitive
development, communication and general knowledge.

Investing in ECD and education is a top priority for Children Believe Burkina Faso because we believe creating a strong foundation
for children at an early age (36-59 months) gives them the best advantage in life.
To promote ECD and LTP, we carried out training sessions with our partners in our program areas. These sessions helped 1,860
parents and guardians learn about the importance of ECD and how to stimulate their young children’s development at home.
More than 3,000 LTP calendars were distributed to parents as a resource, providing guidance and techniques. The training also
benefited 55 preschool and elementary school teachers and 48 community health agents from our program areas. In FY21,
14 new health agents from 14 new communities were also given tools to address the health, nutrition, and water, sanitation
and hygiene (WASH) components of ECD. The health agents, in turn, passed on their knowledge on the importance of ECD,
protection, education, maternal and child health, nutrition and WASH to 5,675 community members.

With our local partners, Children Believe established 30 LTP groups over the past
year, including one group specifically engaging fathers. A total of 1,087 parents were
reached and enhanced their parenting skills, and 1,674 children aged zero to six
benefited from the improvements in parenting.

With funding from ChildFund Korea, four LTP+ centres in the communities of Meguet, Tanghin, Koulweogo and Kanre in the
Central-Plateau region, were provided with numerous toys to support their LTP+ initiatives.
A total of 2,122 children benefited from improved ECD care in their families, schools and communities.
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Increased access to affordable technical,
vocational and higher education

Children Believe Burkina Faso recognizes it is important to increase access to skills, technical and vocational training for
adolescents and young adults (ages 15-24) to divert them from delinquency, drug abuse, unemployment, irregular migration,
recruitment into extremist groups and violence. This is valuable for youth and their families, but for a country, as well, through
building its human capital and economy.
In FY21, to improve the entrepreneurial capacity of youth, Children Believe conducted vocational training for 800 girls with a
local organization. Customized kits were provided to each girl to help her start her own chosen business venture. Among the
participants, 600 were trained in soap making, dyeing and cooking. This initiative led to 11 small local production units being set
up, which are now providing goods and services to their local communities.

Youth participating in
a vocational training
program supported by
Children Believe Burkina
Faso. These programs help
create access to education
and build the capacity of
youth, enabling them to
secure employment.
(PHOTO BY PHILIP MAHER. Photo
taken prior to COVID-19)
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II – ENSURING CHILDREN LIVE IN HEALTHY
AND EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES
The health situation in Burkina Faso, despite some improvement, remains characterized by high general and specific morbidity
and mortality rates. In 2020, the death rate for Burkina Faso was 7.7 per 1,000 people (Knoema, 2021). Mothers and children are
the most vulnerable groups.

Maternal and child health and nutrition
According to the report on the state of health for the population in Burkina Faso, inadequate feeding practices have a negative
impact on the health of individuals, particularly infants and young people. Children who are healthy and well-nourished have a
better chance to do well in school and succeed in the future. This is why Children Believe’s roadmap for change is focused on
ensuring that children live in healthy, empowered communities.
Through our health interventions in FY21, 7,435 children (3,866 girls) received dry ration supplies, medical check-ups and funding
for prescription fees to improve their nutritional status. Additionally, in Children Believe Burkina Faso’s program areas, 14,415
children attended health centres for post-natal care.

A mother
visits a health
clinic with
her child for a
check-up with
a doctor.

This past fiscal year, we continued to improve the use and delivery of quality maternal, newborn and child health services by providing
resources and working directly with both healthcare facilities and the communities at large. Table 2 presents our total reach.
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II – ENSURING CHILDREN LIVE IN HEALTHY AND EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES

TABLE 2: REACH OF CHILDREN BELIEVE BURKINA FASO’S MATERNAL, NEWBORN AND CHILD HEALTH
INITIATIVES

Sexual and reproductive health
Youth in Burkina Faso face major sexual and reproductive health (SRH) challenges. In a context where it is difficult to access
appropriate information and care, many young people face unwanted pregnancies and are at risk of sexually transmitted
infections (STIs), including HIV/AIDS. Sexual and reproductive health for youth is, therefore, a public health concern and requires
robust and well-coordinated intervention strategies.
Over the course of FY21, Children Believe together with our local partners promoted adolescent and youth clubs on SRH, good
menstrual management and improved the capacities of education and health establishments to support young people. This
helped strengthen the skills of adolescents and youth between the ages of 14 and 20 to responsibly manage their sexual and
reproductive health. Through these initiatives, we reached 3,447 people (3,247 young people and 200 adults).

Medicine to support internally displaced persons
The current humanitarian crisis in Burkina Faso, caused by ongoing internal conflict and marked by rapid and drastic
deterioration, is unprecedented in the country’s history. In 2020, it was estimated that 2.2-million people will require humanitarian
assistance. The significant need is a result of a steep decline in the security of the environment, which impacts the living
conditions of affected populations. The total number of people affected is estimated to be 5.3 million, mainly in the Sahel, CentreNorth, North, East and Boucle du Mouhoun regions. Among those in need, 0.9 million-people have urgent and severe needs.

In the areas where there is an influx of displaced populations, the pressure on the use
of already fragile health services is impacting the availability and quality of care, making
the situation even more critical. In addition, difficulties supplying health facilities with
essential medicine and other medico-technical resources, the lack of technical facilities
and human and financial resources, further complicates and limits access to healthcare.
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Pregnant and breastfeeding women, infants, children, the elderly, people living with physical or mental disabilities and those suffering
from chronic diseases, such as HIV, are more vulnerable in this situation.
In FY21, with the support of Health Partners International of Canada (HPIC), Children Believe Burkina Faso provided health districts
with packages of medicine according to their expressed need. This was done in collaboration with the Ministry of Health and the
regional directorates of Children Believe’s intervention zones. Thus, 469,354 IDPs (230,327 women) benefited from antibiotics and
micronutrients, which, in turn, helped improve the care and health of 284,757 displaced children (156,593 girls). This support has
allowed us to exceed our targets for FY21 and better position Children Believe as an organization working for the health care of IDPs.

A doctor providing
directions to a mother for
the use of medication.
(PHOTO BY PHILIP MAHER. Photo
taken prior to COVID-19)
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III – ADVANCING CHILD RIGHTS,
PARTICIPATION AND PROTECTION
Childhood is arguably the most vulnerable period of human life. Children are highly dependent on others to satisfy their basic
needs, and this makes them particularly vulnerable. Of course, dependence can be experienced in other stages and situations
of life, as well. For example, many elderly people are unable to care for themselves. However, in principle, elderly people possess
agency and are entitled to choose the people who care for them and the care they receive. Children do not start in a position of
autonomy; they are completely dependent on the decisions others make and their lives are shaped by them.

Children Believe’s work in child protection is aligned with Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) 5 and 16, and Burkina Faso’s national child protection strategy. Over
the past fiscal year, through our initiatives to raise awareness on children’s rights and
to prevent and protect children against all forms of violence, we reached 226,218
children, youth, parents and other duty-bearers across our five areas of operation.
Our work focused on two key areas: 1) ending child marriage; and 2) providing psychosocial care and support, particularly to
displaced children and families.

Ending child marriage
Child marriage (CM) is a violation of human rights that primarily affects girls and compromises their health and well-being. It is a
form of gender-based violence (GBV). Despite the various actions taken to eliminate it, CM persists in many countries including
Burkina Faso. Girls not Brides reports that 52 percent of girls in Burkina Faso are married before the age of 18 and 10 percent are
married before age 15. According to UNICEF, Burkina Faso has the fifth highest rate of CM globally. Burkina Faso is working to
end CM, address risk factors that drive this harmful practice and eliminate other forms of GBV through political leadership and by
strengthening the legislative policy framework. Rooted in gender inequalities, CM prevents girls and women from enjoying their
rights, especially their right to education and health, and achieving their full potential. Ending this practice means empowering
girls, enabling them to be healthy, continue their education and participate actively in development.
The fight against CM remained a priority for Children Believe and our partners in FY21. UNICEF reported an increase in child
marriages during the pandemic due to the economic challenges faced by many families. In line with the actions taken by the
government, we doubled down to prevent all forms of violence, abuse and child neglect during the fiscal year. Our actions in the
field enabled us to achieve the following results:
• 123,785 people (22,255 men, 38,623 women, 27,032 boys and 35,875 girls) benefited from awareness and information
sessions on the consequences of female genital mutilation (FGM), CM and violence against children.
• 21,832 children (10,872 girls) benefited from training that strengthened their knowledge about CM and self-protection skills.
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•
•
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•

Our direct work with 6,033 girls helped ensure they were enrolled in school and could continue their education without
interruption from marriage or pregnancy.
137 villages publicly declared their abandonment of FGM and CM, and now have a monitoring mechanism to maintain
their commitment.
113 girls who were victims of GBV were connected with appropriate care centres to support their recovery.
1,025 child clubs (11,370 girl participants) from 310 villages were engaged in talk sessions about life skills and nutrition.
The talks made it possible to inform and educate young people about their rights and duties, provide them with
knowledge about the harmful effects of FGM and CM, and position them as actors in the fight against these harmful
practices in their families, schools and communities.
Communication activities on FGM and gender-sensitive parental education were carried out for communities in more
than 300 villages. Approximately 19,409 people were reached (11,791 women, 5,760 men, 1,013 girls and 845 boys).
These activities helped build the knowledge and capacity of the people in the villages to uphold child rights, duties of
protection and their commitment to stand up against violence.

Three girls in Burkina Faso, who
are close friends, hold hands
(photo taken prior to COVID-19).
Children Believe and our partners
engage with young people to
help them become child rights
advocates in their communities.
(PHOTO BY JURIS KORNETS)

•

•
•

In partnership with UNICEF and collaborating with the Health District of Pama, we provided training to health workers to
strengthen their response to and prevent FGM and all forms of GBV. Through this initiative we identified and connected
with 40 community-based health workers (11 women) and five head nurses from the five health facilities in the province of
Kompienga, the region most affected by insecurity.
We contributed to building the capacity of 120 Imams and preachers from 153 communities. This strengthened their ability
to host talks for the Muslim communities in our intervention villages and encourage the fight against CM and FGM.
557 community leaders (421 men, 118 women, 13 young boys and 5 young girls) were trained to prevent FGM and GBV
in their communities.

The positive impact from these efforts is visible. For example, following our education sessions for communities, communitybased alert mechanisms were established to contribute to the protection and promotion of child rights. Also, in the areas
operated by our partners EE/SIM and OCADES Fada, through the carrying out of awareness campaigns and training for health
agents, 12 cases of child abuse have been identified and managed in collaboration with local child protection networks. These
achievements are heartening and reinforce the need to continue this important work.
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Providing psychosocial care and support
Insecurity was a dominant theme in FY21 and with the continuous threat of conflict and violence, the stability and well-being of
children and families were fragile.

Children Believe worked to make critical services available to address the needs of
children and families. Psychosocial support was one of these essential services and
we were able to provide it to a total of 19,141 displaced children (10,358 girls) in the
East and Centre-North regions, including those in child-friendly spaces.

From the implementation of the PESU project with UNICEF, to respond to both the insecurity and COVID-19 emergencies, the
following important results were achieved:
• 26,170 children (14,209 girls – including displaced children, children from host communities, and those with disabilities)
received mental health and psychosocial support services.
• 1,380 households (1,063 female-headed and 317 male-headed), totaling 8,329 child beneficiaries (4,231 girls), received
cash transfers.
• 1,176 households (610 female-headed and 566 male-headed), totaling 6,447 child beneficiaries (3,368 girls), received
emergency anti-COVID-19 and child protection kits.
• 5,000 children (2,506 girls) received birth certificates.
• 16,791 community members (11,496 women) were reached with key messages on prevention and mitigating the risks
of GBV.
• 7,303 parents and 4,030 children aged five to 17 years were made aware of COVID-19 and actions they can take to
protect themselves against it.
The total number of people Children Believe Burkina Faso reached through all of our protection efforts combined is provided in
Table 3.

TABLE 3: NUMBER OF PEOPLE CHILDREN BELIEVE BURKINA FASO ENGAGED IN CHILD PROTECTION
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IV – PROMOTING EQUALITY FOR GIRLS
AND WOMEN
The Government of Burkina Faso has adopted or ratified several laws to protect the rights of women and girls. However, despite
these actions, women and girls continue to suffer serious violations due to the weight of sociocultural constraints that can make
them suffer in silence for fear of sullying the honour of their family, losing their home or facing reprisal. Women and girls make
up 52 percent of Burkina Faso’s population. Persistent and pervasive gender inequalities keep them in an unfavourable social and
economic situation. These inequalities prevent women and girls from realizing their own potential and limit their contributions to
Burkina Faso’s sustainable development.
To promote the social and economic participation of women, regulations at the commune and community levels are in place
to ensure that the establishment of bodies and actions that secure land management take into account women’s land rights.
At the community level, texts on the organization of village development councils make it mandatory to include at least two
women. Nowadays, this obligation for the representation of women is imposed on all other structures, such as community child
protection units. To further support women’s economic empowerment, the state introduced a variety of national credit funds for
both men and women. In fact, during the 2012-2016 period, 43 percent of the financing was allocated to women. In addition to
state initiatives, NGOs have also played an important role in creating equality for women and girls, and empowering them.
Children Believe Burkina Faso implemented a variety of activities this fiscal year to ensure that men, women and girls have equal
rights, resources and opportunities. For example, the Village Savings and Loans Associations (VSLAs) that Children Believe and
our partners help facilitate, provide access to financial services and loans for marginalized women to support their incomegenerating activities. A total of 4,283 women formed 170 new VSLAs in 33 communes and 77 communities in Children Believe’s
program areas.

A member of a Village Savings and
Loans Association (VSLA) in Burkina
Faso contributes money to the pool
of funds. With our implementing
partners, Children Believe helps
women establish VSLAs in their
communities to support their
income-generating activities.
(Photo taken prior to COVID-19)

With the support of the VSLAs, 72 women now operate their own microenterprises (sale of textiles, cosmetics, cereal, food
and livestock) and have annual revenues ranging from $3,380 to $6,772 CDN. Further, 38 women have actively become VSLA
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agents and contribute to the establishment and implementation of VSLA activities in their communities, expanding the reach
of its benefits. Thanks to the dynamism of the women from the VSLAs, nine cooperatives have been set up with the technical
support of the regional agriculture department. The cooperatives benefited from equipment (two motor pumps and sprayers)
and improved seeds for their farms from the regional directorate of agriculture. This contributed greatly to the economic
empowerment of women, and the networks created leadership opportunities for the women in social, economic and public
decision-making.
In addition to the financial support, the VSLAs created a safe space for women to gather, connect and gain encouragement and
confidence; increasing their ability and willingness to express themselves.

The group experiences allowed the women to organize and prioritize their needs to
better advocate for their political interests. Indeed, thanks to these activities, more than
124 women from the VSLAs were elected as municipal counsellors and presidents of
local community-based organizations (CBOs).

To achieve greater efficacy in the implementation of their activities, the members of the various VSLAs participated in trainings to
strengthen their knowledge and capacity in the areas of health, education, GBV, advocacy, leadership and citizenship.
For girls, gender discrimination can result in unequal access to education and child marriage. Shelters for girls who are victims
of forced/early marriage and other forms of GBV exist in the private and public sectors, and protocols for the psychosocial,
legal and health care of victims have been adopted to better support them. Children Believe Burkina Faso aided these efforts by
carrying out capacity building activities for service providers and provided financial support to two shelters to help improve the
services they offer to residents. With the funding granted, 135 girls were able to rehabilitate and return to school or learn a trade,
redirecting the course of their life.
Table 4 presents the total number of people we were able to connect with across our gender equality initiatives in FY21.

Table 4: Number of people Children Believe Burkina Faso engaged in gender equality efforts

TABLE 4: NUMBER OF PEOPLE CHILDREN BELIEVE BURKINA FASO ENGAGED IN GENDER EQUALITY
EFFORTS
Children Believe’s programs facilitate the creation of spaces and opportunities for
young women and mothers, ensuring their voices are heard in societal decision-making
processes that affect their lives
# of girls, women and other community members who promoted the collective rights of girls
and women, and prevented child marriage and other forms of gender-discriminatory norms
and practices

FY21 Country
Target

FY21 Country
Actual

68,413

77,107
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V – PARTNERING WITH CHILDREN AND
YOUTH FOR CHANGE
The results of the recent general population and housing survey showed that more than 78 percent of Burkina Faso’s population
are youth. This youthful majority creates a challenge for the economic and social stability of a country, particularly if young
people are not being engaged and invested in.
Children Believe Burkina Faso has made child and youth participation a top priority. Throughout FY21, we systematically
promoted the involvement of children and youth in decision-making processes. This was achieved by strengthening the
organization and operation of formal and informal child and youth groups, enabling them to contribute their ideas in dialogues
and consultations.
Five children’s clubs, seven child leader’s clubs, 10 citizens’ watch groups comprised of youth and a group of 40 sentinels of
democracy were established in our program areas. Children Believe and our partners worked collaboratively with the young
people in these groups to support them in becoming actively involved in key decision-making mechanisms, contributing to and
influencing decisions that affect their lives. Our initiatives were organized into three categories: 1) Child-Friendly Accountability, 2)
Youth-Friendly Accountability and 3) participation of internally displaced young people.

Child-Friendly Accountability
This past year, we continued to advocate for improvements to social and legislative structures in promoting child rights in Burkina
Faso. Our persistence resulted in an increase in actions supporting the participation of children in protecting their rights and creating
favourable conditions for them to raise their voices. Through the implementation of the Child-Friendly Accountability Methodology
(CFAM), groups of child leaders were able to actively participate in three municipal councils, influencing the local decisions made. A
total of 95 child leaders were actively involved in various actions and these leaders, in turn, positively influenced 3,338 children (55
percent girls), both at the community and national levels, to recognize their rights and engage in civic life.

A young person working on a
list of demands to support child
rights. Children Believe and our
partners facilitated opportunities
and platforms for children to
raise their voices and be heard.
(Photo taken prior to COVID-19)
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Youth-Friendly Accountability
In a second phase, Children Believe extended the young person-focused actions to youth with the implementation of a YouthFriendly Accountability Methodology (YFAM), an adaptation of the CFAM. Through the Youth Participation project, funded by
the European Union, citizens’ watch groups were set up in our program areas. Each group is composed of about 50 members,
and they hold meetings to exchange ideas and discuss the concerns of local youth. Through the 40 sentinels of democracy
identified from these groups, advocacy actions are carried out with local authorities for better participation of youth in the various
development processes.
Additional activities were also implemented and in total, 12,291 youth contributed to bringing the voice of youth to administrative,
political and religious authorities in their various localities.

These experiences have helped educate and sensitize youth on the need and urgency
for their civic participation, but also showed decision-makers and duty-bearers that
youth can be trusted to bring about positive change.

However, the provision of support, accompaniment and coaching for youth need to continue so that they can fully play their role
as actors of change for themselves, their community and their nation.

Participation of displaced young people
Children Believe strongly maintains that no child should be left behind in the pursuit of progress. Displaced children and youth
are particularly disadvantaged marginalized populations due to their circumstances. They are in urgent need of being heard and
supported.
Children Believe Burkina Faso, in collaboration with UNICEF and other like-minded actors, advocated with authorities and institutions
to improve multi-faceted support for these vulnerable populations in FY21. These efforts contributed to improved acknowledgement
of their specific needs and the increase in aid directed to them.
In addition, we engaged in conversations and worked with displaced youth to build their capacity, enabling them to continue their
growth and advancement, even in their unstable circumstances. More than 600 youth were trained in various trades such as
macramé, soap making and selling, weaving, hairdressing, batik (traditional technique of producing coloured designs on textiles)
and dyeing. Additionally, 3,000 youth (60 percent girls) benefited from life skills training to help them reintegrate into society. These
activities and the strong participation from youth helped reinforce advocacy efforts demanding concrete actions for IDPs while
waiting for their situations to improve.
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Box 1: A youth leader inspiring the civic engagement of his peers
Daouda Zion is a 29-year-old student completing a Bachelor’s degree in Agricultural and Environmental Economics
at the University of Norbert Zongo/Koudougou. He is passionate about responsible leadership and entrepreneurship
because, according to him, they are the key to solving the world’s problems. The exemplary leadership of Thomas
Sankara3 is what inspires Daouda. “President Sankara did not say: Do it! He does it himself to set an example. And
that is true leadership. That’s how you impact others and help change the world,” he explains.
Daouda dreams of impacting his generation in the image of President Sankara. He has already begun influencing his
peers through his commitment to improving the community, which he often demonstrates in the activities Children
Believe Burkina Faso facilitates to support youth civic engagement. He initiated a virtual campaign promoting the
Youth-Friendly Accountability Methodology (YFAM),4 employing social media channels and networks to reach the
widest audience. Daouda believes the YFAM is the most effective framework for youth to express themselves and
have their voices and experiences heard at not only the local level, but the national level, too.
Through his words and actions, Daouda is an inspiration to those around him. He regularly shares with
his community group and social networks the actions of his civic commitment and exhibits his skills in
digital marketing and team management. He plans to train and build the capacity of at least 50 youth by
the end of the year to become advocates for change. For Daouda, youth must be responsible for their
actions. His message to his peers revolves around a belief he holds close to his heart: “Youth must know
that the government can never solve all of our problems. They need to be accompanied and challenged
on exactly what they should do.” That is why he tries to set an example and coaches youth on associative
responsibility.
Even though barriers remain to youth participation in civic life, and many social issues remain to be
addressed, Daouda is sure that change will come – even if it comes slowly. What is most essential to
recognize is that lasting changes to shared concerns can only be achieved with the involvement of everyone,
including youth, and Daouda is doing his part to ensure it happens.

Table 5: Number of young people empowered through Children Believe Burkina Faso’s
child/youth engagement and capacity-building initiatives

TABLE 5: NUMBER OF YOUNG PEOPLE EMPOWERED THROUGH CHILDREN BELIEVE BURKINA FASO’S
CHILD/YOUTH ENGAGEMENT AND CAPACITY-BUILDING INITIATIVES
Children Believe’s programs have helped establish new networks, promoted
collaboration and supported the work of child/youth agencies
# of adolescent boys and girls who meaningfully participated in and led child/youth agencies
to promote their rights, amplify their voices and increase their influence in policy or actions
that affect their future

FY21 Country
Target

FY21 Country
Actual

10,900

12,291

Former Prime Minister of Upper Volta and President of Burkina Faso (1983-1987). A key figure in the Burkinabe revolution between 1983 and 1987,
Thomas Sankara is considered a hero for the Burkinabe and African youth. He died in 1987 following a coup d’état. Thomas Sankara - Wikipedia
(wikipedia.org)
4
YFAM: Youth-Friendly Accountability Methodology, an approach to promoting youth leadership and citizenship education adapted from the CFAM
(Child-Friendly Accountability Methodology)
3
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Early childhood development (ECD) is part of the United Nations’ transformative global agenda for 2030, making it an
international priority for the 21st century. Global targets in education (SDG 4.2), health (SDG 3.2), nutrition (SDG 2.2) and
protection (SDG 16.2) identify key outcomes in the realization of young children’s developmental potential. Addressing inequities
early in life can convert a vicious cycle of inequality into one of growth and prosperity. ECD also adds value to strategic
frameworks and partnerships working towards the SDG goals, such as Every Woman Every Child, Global Partnership for
Education, Scaling Up Nutrition and The Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children.
With a preschool enrolment rate of 5.2 percent in 2018-2019, ECD in Burkina Faso is still in its infancy. Indeed, out of a preschool
population of 2,029,683 children, only 105,485 are benefiting from early care and education. In 2018-2019, Burkina Faso had
1,348 preschool facilities, including 260 community centres, 918 private early learning and preschool education centres (CEEPs)
and 170 public CEEPs. It is important to note that there are strong regional disparities in access to ECD, as well, resulting in a
greater marginalization of already vulnerable communities.

Children Believe Burkina Faso has been active in promoting ECD for many years. This
fiscal year, to enhance our efforts, we established a Centre of Excellence (COE) with
ECD as the focus.

The objectives pursued by the ECD-focused COE are to create platforms, opportunities and resources for key stakeholders
(partners, governments, NGOs, communities, funders, researchers, etc.) to share and learn from each other, contributing to
a national, regional as well as global movement on ECD, and map key stakeholders invested in this work. Information shared
can relate to research, best practices to replicate in programs, the implementation of policies in ECD and recommendations to
strengthen them, experiences carrying out ECD activities/programs in different areas and contexts to promote cross-country
learning and identifying innovative methods for the promotion or improvement of ECD. Included with these resources are
materials drawn from Children Believe Burkina Faso’s efforts advocating for ECD and experiences implementing programs.
Our Integrated Early Childhood Development Program approach to working with communities focuses on the growth and
development of ECD centres through mentoring, coaching and providing support to governing bodies, principals and staff
members to improve their services to young children. This approach has been effective in encouraging adoption and sustaining
the achievements made as it nurtures ownership and a sense of pride and motivation from the communities it benefits. Capacity
building and networking activities are carried out in our program communities as additional support. These include ECD impact
evaluation report workshops, information and networking workshops on ECD and the integration and training of modules based
on the Learning Through Play (LTP) method (which Children Believe’s ECD initiatives employ) in the curricula of teacher training
colleges.
Our investment in training primary-level teachers as part of our ECD-LTP work has been recognized by the country’s national
government. To further increase recognition and awareness about ECD and reach a wider audience, our local partners broadly
promote ECD-LTP on the radio and align it with the African Day of the Child to emphasize its merit.
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A father engaging in
play with his child at
a Children Believesupported ECD centre
in Burkina Faso.
(PHOTO BY PHILIP MAHER)

To contribute to the sustainability of ECD promotion, Children Believe developed a network of ECD stakeholders in collaboration
with the Directorate of Health and Family. The network includes state agencies, the World Bank, UNICEF and NGOs working in the
area, as well as the ministries in charge of social welfare, education and health. Children Believe has also worked with the Ministry
of Women and other state agencies through our LTP trainings. These initiatives have strengthened Children Believe’s position as a
champion of ECD in Burkina Faso.

In FY21, to achieve greater results, Children Believe Burkina Faso and our partners
worked closely with two sectoral ministries in charge of education and child
protection (MENAPLN and MFSNF), and the Ministry of Health (MS) in the design and
implementation of several ECD projects.

Children Believe facilitated trainings in LTP for 35 senior staff members of these ministries, departments and agencies, resulting
in their recognition and adoption of the methodology. This directly led to the mainstreaming of LTP in the national teacher training
curriculum.
Advancing our efforts further, Children Believe Burkina Faso successfully developed and implemented the Learning Through Play
Plus (LTP+) approach in several communities for children aged zero to eight. LTP+ is the integration of the LTP method in the
initiatives of relevant sectors, including education, health, nutrition, WASH, child protection and household economic development, to
support the holistic development of children.
In FY22, we will continue our efforts to promote ECD-LTP and increase its access to a greater number of communities in Burkina
Faso.
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VII – STRENGTHENING STRATEGIC
COLLABORATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS
Throughout FY21, Children Believe Burkina Faso worked closely with an array of organizations to further the impact of our work,
strengthen our relationships and raise the profile of Children Believe.
We worked with government bodies like the ministries for education, health and social welfare to promote ECD/LTP+. With the
Department of Health and Family, Children Believe organized a workshop to present the results from an ECD impact study, which
also functioned as a networking opportunity. The workshop was chaired and moderated by the Director of Health and Family,
and gathered stakeholders active in ECD, including State agencies, the World Bank, UNICEF and NGOs working in the area. The
ministries in charge of social welfare, education and health shared testimonials and their experiences with Children Believe’s LTP+
program, and how LTP+ aligns with the country’s priorities. They emphasized the importance of coordinated actions to better
promote ECD at the country level. Stakeholders also discovered opportunities for enhanced collaborative action and agreed to
commit to regular meetings in the future to strengthen the joint ventures.

A child pulling along
a toy car at an early
childhood development
centre in Burkina Faso.
Learning Through Play
is the effective approach
employed by Children
Believe to support early
development.

Collaborations with key development agencies like ChildFund Korea, UNICEF, UNFPA, the European Union, EDUCO, ASMAE and
Woord en Daad were pursued to enhance the synergy of action and increase Children Believe’s visibility. For example, Children
Believe Burkina Faso contributed to organizing an event to celebrate International Education Day. The event involved about 50
national and international NGOs and institutions, as well as several government officials.
We also strengthened our connections with NGO networks such as SPONG, GTPE and CCEB by enhancing our role and activities
with them. For example, from our position as President of the Board of Directors of SPONG, the largest SPONG network in Burkina
Faso, Children Believe contributed to enhancing relations with the government and holding government-civil society dialogue days.
Through these important networks, advocacy actions (such as FORCE for child protection and child rights promotion) are fortified
and studies to improve initiatives (such as endogenous canteens – a critical service that helps feed children in schools) are made
possible.
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Additionally, Children Believe will continue to expand our development cooperation partnerships. These include collaboration with
our sister member organizations in ChildFund Alliance. Over the past year, regional collaboration experiences were initiated, which
we will further elevate.

These efforts have created greater connections and visibility for Children Believe
Burkina Faso to advance our work in FY22. As we move through the new year, we will
continue to play an active role in national and regional development to raise our profile
with development organizations and multi-lateral donors in a changing environment.

We will be more proactive in diversifying our funding sources and partnerships, making adjustments to respond to new demands
and/or requirements from institutional partners. Finally, Children Believe Burkina Faso will continue to maintain the support of
financial partners (e.g. UNICEF) and institutional partners (e.g. ministries that we have established agreements with), but will
also seek out innovative and emerging private sector partnerships in order to invest more in regular and flexible resources for our
projects and programs.

A young learner
practicing her
alphabet. To help
children in Burkina
Faso continue their
education while
schools were closed,
Children Believe
distributed school
supplies to promote
learning at home.
(PHOTO BY PHILIP MAHER)
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Annex I: Children Believe Burkina Faso’s implementing partners
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Children Believe works globally to empower children to dream fearlessly, stand up
for what they believe in — and be heard. For 60+ years, we’ve brought together
brave young dreamers, caring supporters and partners, and unabashed idealists.
Together, we’re driven by a common belief: creating access to education — inside
and outside of classrooms — is the most powerful tool children can use to change
their world.
A member of ChildFund Alliance, Children Believe is part of a global network of
12 child-focused development organizations working to create opportunities
for children and youth, their families and communities. ChildFund helps nearly
23-million children and their families in more than 70 countries overcome poverty
and underlying conditions that prevent children from achieving their full potential.
We work to end violence against children; provide expertise in emergencies and
disasters to ease the harmful impact on children and their communities; and
engage children and youth to create lasting change and elevate their voices in
decisions that affect their lives.
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