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Children Believe Ethiopia is pleased to present our annual report for the fiscal year extending from April 2020 to 
March 2021 (FY21). COVID-19 had an indelible presence, but despite the challenges, our team and partners were able 
to continue the implementation of our planned activities while also addressing the greater demand in need that came 
from the pandemic.   

Over FY21, we reached a total of 233,571 children, youth, their families and members of their communities across 
our programs. This is a five percent increase over our target for the year. Our team has been very successful in our 
various operations as we surpassed our targets in every area of our work, which you will soon read about in this 
report. Through the dedication of our team and partners, we helped ensure children and youth had access to inclusive, 
quality education and vocational training. We continued to engage young people, nurturing their empowerment and 
civic engagement, and made advancements in the protection of children and promoting equality for girls and women. 
Health was, of course, a critical area of focus and while supporting efforts to prevent the spread of COVID-19, we 
were also able to improve newborn and maternal health, and nutritional intake.

I am incredibly proud of the achievements the Ethiopia country office and our local partners have made and feel 
inspired as we move through FY22. There remain obstacles to overcome and needs to address, but I feel assured that, 
together, we will be able to attain what we set forth to do. 

Thank you to the Children Believe Ethiopia team, our collaborators, implementing partners, sponsors, donors and, 
especially, the children, youth, families and communities in our program areas who have allowed us to be part of their 
journeys. I am grateful and honoured to be walking alongside you all.      

Sincerely,

Aynalem Abraham 
Country Director, Children Believe Ethiopia

FOREWORD

ETHIOPIA
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EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

In the 2020-2021 fiscal year, Children Believe Ethiopia continued to work hard to fulfil our organization’s strategic mission. 
The country office, together with our partners, implemented activities that supported early childhood development and 
preschool education, which improved age-appropriate child developmental goals and early learning among children (boys 
and girls) zero to six years of age in our program communities. 

Likewise, we improved the use of inclusive, equitable and quality primary, secondary, technical, vocational and higher 
education for children and youth (males and females) by building school infrastructures and providing educational material, 
funding and technical and vocational skills training support. By creating access to preschool education, the country office 
was able to help 6,976 children (3,430 girls) in FY21 and through our education-focused overall, we reached 73,014 people 
(35, 618 females).

In the area of health, Children Believe Ethiopia 
improved the delivery of gender-responsive essential 
reproductive, maternal, neonatal and child health 
(RMNCH) services. As a result, the number of children, 
young women and mothers who increased their use 
of maternal and newborn professional healthcare 
services and improved their nutritional intake reached 
37,282. In addition, we provided technical support and 
training to community level health workers; medical 
supplies; nutritional supplies; water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) material as well as personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to health facilities. We also reached 
communities at large through awareness-raising 
initiatives about COVID-19 prevention, which improved 
the knowledge, attitude and practice of safety protocols 
and good hygiene in communities. Over this fiscal 
year, we reached a total of 160,577 people to help 
communities in our program areas stay healthy.

ETHIOPIA

Ensuring the continuation of valuable 
supports during a challenging time

With our local 
partners, Children 
Believe supplied 
handwashing 
facilities to 
communities 
in Ethiopia 
to support 
good hygiene 
practices.  

To strengthen child protection interventions, substantial achievements were made in promoting child rights with children, 
parents and duty-bearers to mitigate exploitation, neglect, abuse and all other forms of violence against children. This
also included meaningful engagement with community-based organizations (CBOs) and other grassroots institutions in
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protecting children in our program areas. Child parliaments, committees, child rights clubs and child-focused disaster 
risk reduction (DRR) clubs were established and strengthened. This helped ensure their continued activity in enhancing 
child participation and securing spaces where children have a voice and can influence decisions at the family, school and 
community levels. Further, awareness-raising initiatives to change social attitudes and cultural norms that negatively affect 
children’s participation were conducted at the community level. In FY21, our child rights and protection efforts reached a 
total of 53,030 children (30,685 girls).  

This year, to advance the visibility of Children Believe, the Ethiopia country office deepened our strategic partnerships 
and collaborations, and developed our relationships with key national and international agencies with a similar program 
focus. Among the achievements, we created strong partnerships with the African Child Policy Forum (ACPF), ChildFund 
Ethiopia, The World Bank, UNICEF, other local and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and private sector 
companies. These partnerships created synergies, helped amplify our impact and, through joint efforts, strengthened our 
proposal applications.

Conflicts in the northern and western parts of the country frequently arose, resulting in persistent security issues, 
disruptions and the internal displacement of more than 1.2-million people. This, coupled with the global COVID-19 
pandemic, left enduring socioeconomic, physical and mental impacts on children, their families and communities in our 
operational areas. The circumstances affected our organization, as well; it slowed our program delivery by interrupting 
our operations and field travels. Despite this, the challenges did not stop us, in collaboration with our local partners, from 
implementing our activities and continuing to empower children and communities so they can thrive. The results in the 
tables that follow are a clear demonstration of this.

ETHIOPIA

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Participants from 
women-headed 
households take part 
in disaster risk 
reduction training.
(Photo taken prior to COVID-19)

All of our accomplishments this year have been particularly meaningful and 
rewarding when the context for our efforts are considered. It has been a  
challenging year for Ethiopia. 
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In FY21, the overall reach of Children Believe Ethiopia’s programs was 233,571 people. When compared to the annual plan, this is 
a five percent increase from the target. For the number of assigned, paid or sponsored children, the country office had 6,361 as of 
March 31, 2021. 

Education is a central focus of Children Believe’s strategic plan. In 2020 to 2021, however, COVID-19 made health a particularly 
important area of work with the threat of infection and the detrimental impact on the well-being of families and communities. 

ETHIOPIA

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Ethiopia program impact and influence

TABLE 1: FY21 TARGET VERSUS ACTUAL FOR CHILDREN BELIEVE ETHIOPIA’S AREAS OF 
INTERVENTION

Yet, even with heightened needs due to the pandemic, we surpassed the targets 
of our FY21 plan in all our areas of intervention. Table 1, below, presents this 
information.  
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS 
TO EDUCATION

Overall, in FY21, Children Believe Ethiopia improved access to education and vocational training for 73,014 people (35,618 females); 
this is about a three percent increase over the fiscal year target. The increase was attained mostly from our work in pre-primary and 
primary education, with a slightly higher rise in the number of boys reached than girls. Table 2 breaks down the achievements.

TABLE 2: REACH OF CHILDREN BELIEVE ETHIOPIA’S EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Failure to provide quality early childhood education limits children’s futures by denying them opportunities to reach their full 
potential. It also limits the futures of countries, robbing them of the human capital needed to reduce inequalities and promote 
peaceful and prosperous societies. Children enrolled in at least one year of pre-primary education are more likely to develop the 
critical skills they need to succeed in school and less likely to repeat grades or drop out. As adults, they contribute to peaceful 
societies and prosperous economies. 

Increased access to early childhood care and education 

Early childhood care and education (ECCE) considers the total development of the 
child—physical, emotional, social, cognitive and moral—and stands as a prelude to 
their future development and success. 
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

Pre-primary education provides the highest return on investment of all education sub-sectors.¹ Yet, it receives the smallest 
share of government expenditure compared to primary, secondary and tertiary education. Access to early childhood 
education has been slow and inequitable, both across and within regional states of Ethiopia. Vulnerable children in Ethiopia are 
disproportionately excluded from quality pre-primary education—even though it can have the greatest impact on children in their 
circumstances, in particular. 

To ensure no child is left behind, Children Believe Ethiopia, together with prominent international non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) like UNICEF, influenced the Ethiopian government to ratify and adopt a policy and curriculum that would be implemented 
universally as pre-primary education by the coming year (2022 Gregorian calendar). Children Believe also contributed to the 
revision and ratification of the National Early Childhood Development Policy, which supports the achievement of Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 4.2 (equal access to quality pre-primary education) from the United Nations.

At the community level, Children Believe aimed to increase access to early childhood development (ECD) for children zero to five 
years through a variety of strategies. We trained parents/caregivers on ECD, enabling them to practice simple and low-cost early 
stimulation techniques to support their children’s development and nurture attachment. The techniques, which involve touch, 
play, communication, recognition and positive reinforcement, contribute significantly to early learning, brain development, social 
and emotional development and school readiness. 

We also built and equipped pre-primary schools with furniture and indoor and outdoor play materials, trained pre-primary 
teachers on ECD and provided educational materials to children so they could participate in learning. During the 2020-2021 fiscal 
year, one new ECCE centre was constructed in the Nazareth program area, which served 180 children (112 girls). The story about 
Semira in Box 1 helps illustrate the importance of this initiative for the internally displaced people (IDP) in Nazareth. A total of 

A family spending time 
playing together at 
home. Children Believe 
Ethiopia provided 
parents with training 
on early childhood 
development so they 
could support the 
development of their 
children and build 
stronger bonds.

1 World Health Organization, United Nations Children’s Fund, World Bank Group. Nurturing care for early childhood development: A framework for 
helping children survive and thrive to transform health and human potential. World Health Organization. Geneva, 2018.
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

2 World Health Organization, United Nations Children’s Fund, World Bank Group. Nurturing care for early childhood development: A framework for 
helping children survive and thrive to transform health and human potential. World Health Organization. Geneva, 2018.

49 ECCE centres across our operational communities were provided with technical supplies/teaching aids (books, audio aids, 
furniture, play and training material, and guidance for ECCE teachers, etc.). Educational facilities, including buildings, fixtures and 
other equipment necessary for the effective operation of ECCE programs, were also provided. 

Moreover, Children Believe promoted child-friendly school environments to ensure educational spaces were inclusive, healthy,
safe and rights-based, which leads to better learning for young people. In addition, we undertook awareness-raising activities in
program communities on the importance of ECCE. 

Box 1: Creating access to early childhood development – Semira’s story

A substantial proportion of internally displaced people (IDP) are children. Due to their circumstances, 
displaced children struggle with a variety of factors including a lack of access to education, particularly pre-
school education. The IDP who were relocated to the town of Nazareth, one of Children Believe’s program 
areas, faced many barriers similar to those faced by other conflict and crisis-affected populations, but IDPs 
are more vulnerable due to the loss of their livelihoods, homes and possessions. Before Children Believe’s 
intervention, there was no dedicated pre-school for displaced children in Nazareth. 

From IDP reports, the previous temporary school was a target for violence and attacks. Additionally, there 
were instances where teachers who lacked adequate training used corporal punishment to maintain 
classroom discipline. For these reasons, some parents refused to send their children to school. Children 
Believe Ethiopia worked hard to change this and built a quality pre-school that was desperately needed by 
this vulnerable population. Over time, we observed how pre-school education became a source of protection, 
a safe space for guidance and instruction, and physical and cognitive development for displaced children. 

Through these efforts, 6,976 children under the age of five (3,430 girls) had access to 
ECCE during the reporting period and became developmentally on-track in learning, 
and 6,944 (3,421 girls) became developmentally on-track in their physical growth. 

From these results, it is evident that investing in early childhood development is effective and good for young children. As stated 
earlier, it is not only beneficial for children, but for everyone – societies, governments, businesses, communities, parents and 
caregivers. Investing in ECCE is also cost-effective; for every dollar spent on early childhood development interventions, the return 
on investment can be as high as $13.2 Further, and importantly, children have a right to survive and thrive, and early childhood 
development is key to upholding this right for every child. 
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

Inclusive education systems provide better quality education for all children and are instrumental in changing discriminatory 
attitudes. Schools provide the context for a child’s first relationship with the world outside their families, enabling the 
development of broad social relationships and interactions, and a sense of unity. Further, teaching for equity allows the diversity 
to transform the way educators think, teach, learn and act, such that all experiences are treated with fairness and justice. These 
two ideas complement each other and enhance educational opportunities for everyone when simultaneously used.

Persons with disabilities remain less likely to attend school and complete primary education, resulting in a higher likelihood of 
being illiterate in comparison to persons without disabilities. Available data from the UN reveals that, on average, one in three 
children of primary school age with disabilities are not in school compared to one in seven children without disabilities. This 
is the same for primary school completion, where the completion rate is lower for children with disabilities. Children Believe’s 
work addresses these inequalities and aligns with SDG Target 4.5, which aims to eliminate gender disparities and ensure more 
equitable access to all levels of education and vocational training for vulnerable populations. 

Increased access to inclusive  
and equitable education 

To help eliminate these barriers, we raised the awareness of community-based organizations (CBOs) and community members 
about child rights, protection mechanisms and experiences of discrimination, and built their capacity to address these issues. 
We also built sanitation facilities at schools (separate latrines for girls) and girls’ club rooms, and provided orientations on 

Throughout the fiscal year, Children Believe Ethiopia implemented activities that 
supported access for poor and marginalized children, who are typically unable to 
afford books and other materials needed to participate in school, and girls and 
young women, who face barriers due to their gender and harmful cultural practices. 

Semira and her family are among the IDP in Nazareth. Due to the conflict in eastern Ethiopia, between the 
Somali and the Oromia regions, they were forced to leave their home and seek refuge elsewhere. Without 
access to educational centres for young children her age, she used to stay at home with her mom deprived 
of learning. Now, five-year-old Semira is attending pre-school, enjoying opportunities to play, learn and grow. 
Like Semira, about 180 children are attending pre-school in Nazareth and the community elders are grateful 
for it. 
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

Box 2: Supporting inclusive education – Ismeal’s story

Ismael Omar is a 14-year-old boy from Ethiopia in grade 7. Due to his hearing impairment, he struggled to 
communicate, learn and actively play with his peers at school. Looking for guidance, Ismael and his mother 
attended a free medical check-up at a nearby hospital. The doctor prescribed a hearing aid. However, 
Ismael’s mother could not afford the device. 

Without a hearing aid, Ismael lost hope that he could gain an education and was forced to withdraw from 
school for some time. His mother was very worried about her son. Not only was he vulnerable due to the 
loss of his education, but she was also concerned he was at risk of accidents due to his hearing impairment.

Learning about Ismael’s situation, Children Believe, through our partner Emmanuel Development
Association (EDA), intervened and purchased the hearing aid Ismael needed. The hearing aid was life 
changing. As soon as Ismael began using it, his sense of hope for a positive future was completely restored. 
He rejoined school and became one of the high performers in his class. He was also able to participate in a 
wide variety of his school’s extra-curricular activities. With newfound confidence and motivation, Ismael is 
planning to become an engineer after he completes his studies.

Further, Children Believe Ethiopia provided primary schools with technical and material support, such as helping to facilitate mini-media 
clubs, child rights clubs, child parliaments, girls’ clubs and supplying teaching aids like reference books, audio aids and other material, 
to improve access to inclusive, quality education. In our operational areas, based on our FY21 data results, all 47 primary schools that 
we worked with were identified as providing inclusive, equitable and quality primary education. As per the reports from the 47 primary 
schools, the number of enrolled students for the FY21 reporting period reached was 65,199 (31,717 girls). 

youth reproductive health in order to create a safe school environment for girls and young women, conducive to their learning.  
Further, material and financial support was provided to poor children as well as children with disabilities, giving them access to 
education. In FY21, a total of 7,395 children from low-income families, orphans and other vulnerable children were supported, 
along with 91 special needs students (55 females).

Increased access to affordable technical, 
vocational and higher education

Ensuring equal access for all young women and men to affordable and quality technical, vocational and higher education needs 
strong inter-ministerial collaboration. Labour industries and market demands should be well aligned with what technical and 
vocational training centres are developing. This equilibrium creates stable jobs and economic growth.  
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I – TOWARDS DISMANTLING BARRIERS TO EDUCATION

In line with this, Children Believe’s 
programs have provided financial 
and material support as well as 
technical assistance in identifying 
viable skills to help marginalized and 
low-income youth attend training 
for market-demanded skills. A 
total of 243 youth (169 females) 
received vocation/life skills training 
and had access to employment 
opportunities in the reporting 
period. We also provided financial 
support and educational materials 
to youth looking to attend college or 
university, enabling them to pursue 
higher levels of education and further 
advance themselves.

Supported the continuity of education 
during school closures

For more than six months in FY21, children in Ethiopia have been out of the classroom due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Over 
26-million students were affected by the closure of schools, and more than 700,000 teachers and school management 
employees have been out of work since mid-March. This unprecedented disruption has been mirrored across the region, with 20 
out of 21 countries in eastern and southern Africa shutting down their schools.

Although some children have been able to access online and distance learning, many—especially those in remote, rural areas—
have not, a clear sign that the digital divide remains wide. As many as one in two children may have gone without any form of 
education during this period. The toll on individual students and the economy at large will be deep and lasting. 

A young man working as 
a carpenter in his local 
community in Ethiopia. 
Vocational/life skills training 
and creating access to 
employment opportunities 
are some of the activities 
Children Believe and our 
partners implement to 
help youth secure stable 
employment and income.

During the COVID-19 lockdown, Children Believe Ethiopia and our partners have 
connected with parents/caregivers and older siblings through child and parent 
committees, encouraging and guiding them to teach children at home to ensure 
continuity of education. A total of 17,332 children (10,345 girls) were reached 
through our support of home-based learning.
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II – ENSURING CHILDREN LIVE IN HEALTHY 
AND EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES 

In FY21, even with the challenges from COVID-19, Children Believe Ethiopia made notable achievements in the area of health. 
Together with our local partners, we were able to reach more people than planned through each of our initiatives. From Table 3, it 
can be seen that the actual reach of our maternal, newborn and child health efforts is 26 percent higher than the target for the fiscal 
year. Meaning, we were able to help significantly more mothers, newborns and children access essential lifesaving health services. 
The table also reveals the efficacy of our work providing food relief to children and their families during the pandemic and keeping 
people healthy through our COVID-19-prevention strategies. 

TABLE 3: REACH OF CHILDREN BELIEVE ETHIOPIA’S HEALTH AND NUTRITION INITIATIVES 

Due to limited access to comprehensive maternal healthcare, low-income, rural locations, harmful traditional practices and other 
factors, marginalized women are most likely to experience pregnancy and childbirth-related complications. The recent Ethiopian 
Demographic and Health Survey (EDHS) mini-report showed that only 50 percent of women give birth with a skilled birth attendant, 
which jeopardizes their health and that of their baby. This grim finding reinforces the need to ensure adequate professional 
healthcare support to women and their newborns is available and utilized. 

Access and use of newborn and maternal health services, and good nutritional intake by children and mothers were low in our 
operational communities. This was due to inadequate and low-quality health services, a lack of continued capacity building for 
health workers and gaps in the knowledge and practice of balanced nutritional intake by pregnant women, lactating mothers and 
their children. In addition, low health-seeking behaviour and poverty were among some of the issues faced. 

Increased access and use of newborn and maternal healthcare services 
and improved nutritional intake 
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An expectant mother 
receiving a check-up a 
health facility. Children 
Believe Ethiopia has 
been working to improve 
the quality and use of 
essential healthcare 
services for mothers, 
newborns and children. 
(Photo taken prior to COVID-19)

To improve the access and use of essential health services over the fiscal year, Children Believe Ethiopia built sanitation facilities, 
strengthened the health system by training and equipping facilities with essential medical equipment and supplies, increased 
community knowledge and improved attitudes and practices related to reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health (RMNCH). 

These approaches were implemented across our operational areas to bring about the numbers presented in Table 3 and created 
meaningful change. Through our work, the total number of childbirths attended by skilled health personnel reached 7,859 in FY21. 
Further, 13,761 women aged 15-49 received four or more antenatal care visits during their pregnancy, and 7,647 women received 
postpartum care within the first six weeks after birth. Additionally, to help vulnerable children struggling with food insecurity due to 
the COVID -19 pandemic, we provided 4,105 children (2,440 females) with nutritious food. 

II – ENSURING CHILDREN LIVE IN HEALTHY AND EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES

In FY21, Children Believe Ethiopia provided 24 health facilities in our operational areas with access to drinking water, single-
sex sanitation facilities and handwashing facilities. As well, to stop the spread of COVID-19 and allow children to continue their 
education, we increased access to water and sanitation facilities in schools. We assisted 115 schools in our operational areas, of 
which 55 are ECD centres, 51 are primary schools and nine are high schools. 

For 114 schools, we ensured single-sex sanitation facilities were available. Having separate latrines for girls provides them with 
privacy, helping them feel safe and comfortable. This helps create a conducive school environment, which improves learning 
outcomes and reduces absenteeism or dropouts. 

Strengthened the health and safety of children,  
families and communities
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Box 3: Keeping schools safe and students healthy to support the continuity of education
 
With the threat of infection from COVID-19, schools around the world closed and significant considerations 
needed to be weighed before reopening them. At the Behere Ethiopia Kindergarten and Primary School, 
a COVID-19 task force was established to do this work. The task force was comprised of the local 
administration, health and education officials and school management. The group closely monitored the 
situation to assess the severity of the threat and the adherence to prevention protocols advised by the 
Ministry of Health, and surveyed the school to see if it was equipped to keep children safe. They observed 
that students did not have adequate access to water, handwashing facilities and hygiene supplies, like soap, 
hand sanitizers and face masks.   

The task force got to work to fulfill the COVID-19 prevention protocols. “We addressed all the challenges 
together with our development partner, Arat Kilo Child Care and Development Program (AKCCDP),” says 
Yohannes Sintayehu, the school’s principal. AKCCDP, one of Children Believe’s implementing partners in 
Ethiopia, responded to these challenges by providing hand sanitizer and constructing handwashing facilities 
and a water tanker with a 25,000 litre holding capacity. Further improving the resources of the school, 
kitchen utensils, cups and dishes were supplied as well as children’s play materials. 

Once the school was equipped and following through with clear prevention measures, parents were convinced 
that the space was safe for their children to return to school. This made the parents very happy as many of them 
do not have an education and are unable to help their children with homeschooling. The school principal shared:

II – ENSURING CHILDREN LIVE IN HEALTHY AND EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES

To keep children and families safe from COVID-19, Children Believe Ethiopia provided information and training on prevention 
protocols for school administrators and students at schools and school clubs. The following are some key questions and answers 
covered to avoid misconceptions and misinformation.  

What are some hand hygiene measures I can take to prevent the spread of COVID-19? The answers include: 
• Regularly and thoroughly clean your hands with rubbing alcohol or wash them with soap and water. This eliminates 

germs including viruses that may be on your hands.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Hands touch many surfaces and can pick up viruses. Once contaminated, 

hands can transfer the virus to your eyes, nose or mouth. From there, the virus can enter your body and infect you.
• Cover your mouth and nose with your bent elbow or a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Then dispose of the used 

tissue immediately into a closed bin and wash your hands. By following good ‘respiratory hygiene’, you protect the 
people around you from viruses.

• Clean and disinfect surfaces frequently, especially those that are regularly touched such as door handles, faucets and phones.

“ Without the support of AKCCDP, we would not have been 
able to re-open the school. I forward my heartfelt thanks 
to AKCCDP and Children Believe for their extraordinary 
commitment to quality education and COVID-19 prevention. 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has tested national food and social protection systems at an unprecedented scale, deeply disrupting the 
food system and undermining the food security of households. According to the National Disaster Risk Commission, the pandemic 
doubled the number of people facing acute food insecurity by the end of 2020. These effects emerged from three key causes: 1) 
reduced earnings due to exposure to or fear of contracting the virus and associated medical expenses, 2) government restrictions 
on movement and economic activity, and 3) limited access to food due to disruptions in markets and food chains. Many of the 
families in Children Believe Ethiopia’s operational areas were vulnerable and suffered from these factors. In response, we provided 
food to 4,105 children (2,440 girls), offering relief to families in need. 

Improved food security for children and families in need

Box 4: Providing food security for vulnerable families – Abraham’s story
 
Abraham is a 12-year-old boy who lives with his younger sister and mother in a shanty rental house in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia. His mother, Enat Guale, is single parent who suffers from a chronic illness and, as a result, 
struggles to feed her children. The COVID-19 pandemic made their situation even more desperate.

“Starvation, hopelessness, fear and poverty are some of the key challenges faced daily, especially for 
children from low-income families,” Abraham explains. His mother adds, “In such conditions, poor families 
can’t afford enough food to keep their children healthy, protected and safe. Children can end up on roadsides 
as beggars or trafficked or even become permanent street dwellers.”

Through Children Believe Ethiopia’s intervention, Abraham and his family no longer had to face these 
conditions. Looking out from his window at the city and the highland ranges in the distance, Abraham smiles 
while reflecting on how Children Believe supported them. “Thanks to Children Believe and (local partner) 
Alem Children Support Organization, me, my little sister and mom were able to get food (100kg of wheat 
flour, five litres of oil and 15kg of macaroni), hygiene materials (10 bars of soap and two litres of sanitizer) 
and cash to last us many months,” he states. “Without the support of Children Believe we would have ended 
in misfortune.” 

Countless children in Ethiopia have suffered through experiences similar to Abraham’s. However, also like 
Abraham, Children Believe was able to provide the support they desperately needed. In FY21, Children 
Believe helped 4,105 children and their families stay fed and healthy during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

II – ENSURING CHILDREN LIVE IN HEALTHY AND EMPOWERED COMMUNITIES

Additionally, we carried out a COVID-19 awareness campaign at the community level and targeted communities beyond 
our intervention areas as well (based on local government demand), which increased our actual number significantly, well 
beyond our target. In total, our campaign reached 53,030 children (30,685 females) and 107,527 parents/caregivers (65,928 
females). Furthermore, we distributed soap, sanitizer and face masks to sponsored children, installed handwashing stands 
in communities and trained parents/caregivers to install a handwashing facility on their gate and regularly wash their hands 
with soap and water or use hand sanitizer. 
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III – ADVANCING CHILD RIGHTS, 
PARTCIPATION AND PROTECTION 

The protection of children is a critical area of focus for Children Believe, and in order to keep them safe, knowledge and structures to 
maintain the safety of children are required. In FY21, with our partners, the Ethiopia country office was active in providing education 
about child rights and protection, and facilitating the efforts of community groups to advance the well-being of children. Table 4 
presents our achievements in numbers.  

TABLE 4: NUMBER OF PEOPLE CHILDREN BELIEVE ETHIOPIA ENGAGED IN CHILD PROTECTION 

Children Believe Ethiopia has been proactively engaged in sustaining community actions by working with community-based 
organizations (CBOs). This approach focuses on strengthening community-based child protection mechanisms (CBCPM). A 
community-based child protection mechanism is a network or group of individuals at the community level that works towards 
common child protection goals. This includes children’s committees, girls’ clubs, parents’ committees, Idir (traditional social support 
group), youth groups, religious groups and other CBOs. 

Sustained community actions and proactive engagement of community-based 
organizations to end violence against children

In FY21, a total of 21 CBOs meaningfully participated in protecting children from 
abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence, and creating awareness 
about child protection in the larger community. 
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Moreover, by using community conversation platforms, CBOs and Children Believe were able to access a greater number of people 
and change existing cultural norms and practices that promote gender-based violence (GBV). As part of our efforts to strengthen 
CBCPMs, capacity-building training on identifying cases and referring children to appropriate services was provided to CBO 
members. We also helped develop links between CBCPMs and formal, institutional (governmental) child protection systems at the 
local, regional and national levels. These activities increased access to needed protective mechanisms and services for children, 
particularly the vulnerable children from the areas in Ethiopia where Children Believe operates.  

Aside from our CBCPM activities, the following are some of the government initiatives that Children Believe’s implementing partners 
were closely involved with in Addis Ababa and Nazareth town to support survivors of sexual violence. 

Created referral systems and a coordination mechanism: Although services to support survivors of violence do exist, such as health 
facilities, police and justice departments and Women, Children and Youth Affairs, there was a lack of coordination and awareness of 
them in the community at large. In response, referral linkages and an overall method for coordinating services were established to 
report and address cases. 

Establishment of a special investigation and prosecution unit: In addition to the aforementioned services, special investigation and 
prosecution units were established comprised of investigative police officers a prosecutor and, in some instances, social workers 
who provide psycho-social counseling. The establishment of the unit not only enhanced the coordination between investigation and 
prosecution in cases for survivors, but also reduced the time consumed in the referral of cases between the two offices. 

One Stop Centre: A One Stop Centre that was piloted at the Gandhi Hospital in 2008 proved to be an effective and comprehensive 
response mechanism to violence against women and girls. Inspired, the Coordination Body in Addis Ababa highly recommended the 
expansion of the One Stop Centre model to local grassroots-level (sub-cities and districts) hospitals and health centres. Children Believe 
Ethiopia’s partners, Alem Children’s Support Organization (ACSO), Emmanuel Development Association (EDA) and Arat Killo Child Care 
and Community Development Program (AKCCCDP), have been working closely with these One Stop Centres. 

Box 5: Addressing violence against children and women – T’s story
 
T, a 13-year-old girl living in Adama in the Oromia region of Ethiopia, is one of hundreds of girls who 
experienced rape during the COVID-19 lockdown by men in their neighborhoods. This was a traumatic 
incident for T and her parents. The incident came to the attention of one of her school peers, FB. FB is a 
15-year-old boy who is active in the local child protection club established by Children Believe and a local 
partner. Through his involvement with the club, he knew what steps to take and reported the rape to a local 
women’s rights organization called the Ethiopian Women Lawyers Association. The organization, in turn, 
immediately contacted T and referred her to the One Stop Centre where a police investigation was launched 
for her case, and where she had access to psychosocial counselling, medical care and legal services.

While T was receiving medical and psychological rehabilitation to support her recovery, the local Police 
Chief, in collaboration with Ethiopian Women Lawyers Association, took T’s perpetrator to court. After the 
Court had completed a full examination of the case, reviewed the medical evidence and heard from all of 
the witnesses, the Court found the man guilty, sentencing him to 15 years in jail with no parole. The Court’s 
decision and the support she received from the network of local child protection actors aided in providing T 
and her family with a sense of security and justice. 

III – ADVANCING CHILD RIGHTS, PARTCIPATION AND PROTECTION
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Although COVID-19-control measures, such as school closures and lockdowns, were taken to protect people’s health, they also 
simultaneously put the well-being of many at risk. Children, women and families who were already vulnerable due to inequality, 
poverty or living in overcrowded settings, were particularly at risk. Increased GBV, abuse, child labour exploitation and food insecurity, 
are some of the main COVID-19-related risks Children Believe identified and took actions to address. 

Over FY21, a total of 33 girls aged 17 or younger were reported to have experienced physical or psychological violence, pregnancy, 
forced marriage or were exposed to trafficking. Moreover, 112 children (86 girls) experienced violent forms of discipline at home 
(including psychological aggression and/or corporal punishment). In collaboration with concerned government offices, Children 
Believe Ethiopia’s programs provided legal, psychosocial, financial and medical support to victims.

Mitigated the rise in violence during the COVID-19 pandemic

III – ADVANCING CHILD RIGHTS, PARTCIPATION AND PROTECTION

Ensuring the well-being 
of children, particularly 
vulnerable populations like 
girls, is a key priority for 
Children Believe. We work 
with community members, 
local organizations, schools, 
government offices and 
service providers to address 
and prevent violence against 
children.  
(PHOTO BY JURIS KORNETS)

Further, with our partners, we carried out awareness-raising campaigns about COVID-19 and violence in schools and communities 
across our operational areas. Information and training about COVID-19 prevention were provided, along with education on GBV, 
female genital mutilation (FGM), child and forced marriage, labour exploitation, abuse and the importance of child protection. The 
aim was to keep children and communities safe and strengthen protection mechanisms by identifying issues to be aware of and 
strategies to address them. A total of 145,367 children, youth and community members (87,638 females) were reached. Highlighted 
below are some of the key groups we engaged.

School teachers: With our partners, Children Believe Ethiopia selected teachers from different schools to participate in training on 
COVID-19 and GBV prevention, and reporting mechanisms that support child protection. Teachers were encouraged to coordinate 
closely with school mini-media clubs.  



23

School mini-media clubs: School mini-media clubs were integral for connecting with schoolchildren and creating awareness 
through the use of mini-media materials. Children Believe facilitated their efforts by providing mini-media materials, training and 
posters centrally disseminated by the Ministry of Health. The role of the clubs for COVID-19 prevention was to raise student 
awareness of the virus and the measures required to control the spread. This was achieved through presenting dramas and role-
plays at schools. Through these entertaining and engaging performances, health information was disseminated about COVID-19 
transmission, signs and symptoms, prevention and control to schoolchildren as well as communities. Handwashing practices 
were demonstrated to students daily, and daily, weekly and monthly plans were developed by the clubs to ensure the reach of their 
activities. Lending to their work, Children Believe’s programs increased the club leaders’ knowledge and equipped them with the 
protective gear needed to demonstrate hygiene and prevention protocols. Additionally, we provided water tanks, soap, rubbing 
alcohol and face masks to each school and club to ensure their environments were safe and could remain open. 

Child committees: Child committees are groups of children who are representatives of their peers. They are involved in 
communicating the needs of children and supporting their protection, such as reporting cases of GBV, harassment, abuse and other 
forms of exploitation to appropriate organizations or authority figures in their communities and schools. 

III – ADVANCING CHILD RIGHTS, PARTCIPATION AND PROTECTION

The clubs, along with parent committees and social workers, were also involved in disseminating information about prevention and 
protection, and educating people about handwashing. 

They routinely connect with social workers and parent committees to keep 
them informed about issues they face or see in their communities. We observed 
numerous children calling social workers and reporting issues during the COVID-19 
lockdown. 

Children using a water 
tap at the Weyo Derera 
Elementary School. 
Children Believe 
Ethiopia built taps and 
provided training in 
our program areas to 
promote handwashing. 
(PHOTO BY PHILIP MAHER. 

Photo taken prior to COVID-19)
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IV – PROMOTING EQUALITY FOR GIRLS 
AND WOMEN

Females and males are treated differently in Ethiopian societies. Typically,  due to their gender, females face discrimination that limits their 
ability to develop skills, access resources, direct the course of their life and enjoy equal social status to men and freedom from violence. 
Children Believe Ethiopia is acutely aware of gender inequality, how it impacts every aspect of a woman’s life, and we are invested in 
changing it. In FY21, we made excellent headway by surpassing the targets for our gender equality initiatives (Table 5). 

TABLE 5: NUMBER OF PEOPLE CHILDREN BELIEVE ETHIOPIA ENGAGED IN GENDER EQUALITY 
EFFORTS

All of Children Believe’s programs are developed with a gender lens and intentionally facilitate participation from females. For 
example, in our initiatives to protect children’s rights and expand civic engagement opportunities for children, we specifically target 
girls and address challenges they face. 

Increased women’s full participation through equal 
opportunities for employment and leadership

To support women, our sustainable livelihood program helps them establish local 
savings and credit cooperatives (SACCOs), giving them access to financial services 
and loans for income-generating activities.

The cooperatives support the economic empowerment of women and function as a platform for women’s engagement and 
representation in public life. Some of these women are now representatives in their local government structures and are active 
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in exercising their decision-making power and raising their voices on gender inequality issues in public forums. In FY21, through 
Children Believe’s programs, 2,537 women assumed leadership roles and are meaningfully participating in community/public 
decision-making that influences gender equality within district administration offices. 

IV – PROMOTING EQUALITY FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN

Attention to gender equality remains an important development priority in Ethiopia. The importance of gender equality is highlighted 
in all of Ethiopia’s development sector transformation plans, be it health, education, agriculture, the economic sector, etc. Based on 
existing government gender policies, legislations and strategies, Children Believe Ethiopia developed a strategic document to align 
our work. Therefore, through each of our Pathways of Change, we have given special attention to implementing those policies, 
legislations and strategies across our programs to reinforce the promotion of gender equality.  

Working closely with local government institutions, trades and industries, small scale enterprise institutions, financial institutions, 
Women and Children Affairs offices, Social Security Affairs offices, justice departments and administration offices, Children 
Believe’s program partners helped enforce legislation and strategies favouring women’s access to and use of economic and job 
opportunities. We further relayed these efforts through our work with CBOs and SACCOs. As a result, a total of 7,800 women 
benefited from improved access to financial services, employment and income. 

Improved adoption and enforcement of gender-sensitive 
policies, legislations and strategies

Children Believe Ethiopia 
helps women in marginalized 
communities establish local 
savings and credit cooperatives. 
The cooperatives facilitate their 
access to loans, supporting 
income-generating activities  
and economic empowerment.  
(PHOTO BY PHILIP MAHER)

We have also worked with communities at large to provide education and training about gender discrimination in order to change 
the culture of inequality. As a result, in our community conversation sessions, around 42,392 community members believe decision-
making by local institutions (formal, traditional or faith-based) is now more inclusive and responsive to gender, age, disability and 
other forms of diversity.
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IV – PROMOTING EQUALITY FOR GIRLS AND WOMEN

In Ethiopia, women face threats to their lives, health and well-being because they are overburdened with work and lack power and 
influence. Some cultural, traditional and religious attitudes have contributed to this deep-rooted power imbalance between women 
and men. Often, women’s knowledge, abilities and coping mechanisms go unrecognized and women receive less formal education 
than men, putting them at a greater disadvantage. Education is one of the most important means for empowerment. Empowering 
women and girls with knowledge, skills and self-confidence is necessary for them to fully engage in the development process and 
thrive. In this regard, Children Believe Ethiopia, together with our implementation partners, has facilitated access to basic education 
for marginalized populations and half of those enrolled are girls.  

An additional key aspect of our program has included adopting appropriate measures to improve women’s ability to earn income 
beyond traditional occupations, achieve economic self-reliance and ensure equal access to supports through our self-help 
groups and income-generating initiatives. We also took steps to eliminate inequalities between men and women by establishing 
mechanisms for women’s equal participation and equitable representation in the different committees of Children Believe’s 
development activities. Below, we describe two approaches to supporting gender equality and their relevance to Children Believe’s 
work. 

A gender-responsive approach: We currently apply a gender-responsive approach. This means, gender-based differences and 
issues are considered in the design of Children Believe’s policies, strategies, plans and programs, and equal access is ensured 
across all of our Pathways of Change. 

Gender transformative approaches (GTAs): GTAs are programs and interventions that create opportunities for individuals to 
actively challenge gender norms, promote positions of social and political influence for women in communities and address 
power inequities between persons of different genders. Children Believe is considering transitioning to this approach in the future. 
With our current approach, we have been focusing on assessing existing gender norms, structures and practices that have been 
governing the lives of those we serve and providing remedies to symptoms. However, with the gender transformative approach, 
our programming will be more active in addressing the cause – the issue of power, social structures and relations that define the 
interactions between men and women.  

A women who operates 
her own chicken 
business. Children 
Believe Ethiopia 
worked closely with 
numerous stakeholders 
to increase women’s 
access to economic 
and job opportunities.
(Photo taken prior to COVID-19)
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V – PARTNERING WITH CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH FOR CHANGE

The Ethiopian government has enacted various child-friendly legislative and policy measures and mobilized the Ministry of Women, 
Children and Youth Affairs to mainstream those programs and policies at the regional, zonal and district levels. These legislatures 
are clear about the right of children to have a voice on issues that affect their lives and be heard through well-established and 
recognized child parliaments, clubs and committees established at the local level, as well as in policy development. 

The process for meaningful participation that Children Believe Ethiopia established ensures the following four elements:

1. Space: To become active in influencing matters affecting them, children need to be able to form and express their views, 
and they must be afforded the space and time to do so. In Ethiopia, traditionally, children are not encouraged to speak out or 
to challenge ideas/practices. The establishment of child parliaments, child committees, youth groups and different types of 
school clubs create the spaces needed for young people to develop and have a voice. 

2. Voice: This includes the expression of thoughts, emotions, experiences, perspectives, etc., and they can be communicated 
through multiple platforms. For example, child rights clubs afford significant opportunities through which children can 
speak out. Also, young people can raise their voice through different mediums like poetry, fiction, plays, drawings, music and 
mini-media clubs. These are all equally valuable and essential for their active participation and civic engagement.

3. Audience: Central to children’s right to participate is the importance of having adults listen respectfully to what children have 
to say. Young people must have access to the relevant audiences for the topics they’re expressing their views about in order 
to properly be heard and have influence, which is essential to being able to shape their future. The audience could be their 
parents, a teacher, doctor, judge, local politician, key civil servants, media, etc. Children Believe Ethiopia has been working to 
facilitate these connections between children and relevant audiences and promoting the importance of hearing children’s 
voices and responding. 

4. Influence: The right to participate does not imply that children’s views must always be acted on. What it does imply is that 
their views are valid and must be given proper consideration. Additionally, any decision that subsequently follows should be 
reported back to them with an explanation of why that decision was made and how they arrived at it. Through experiences 
with school clubs, parliaments, etc., children recognize that they can have an impact on decision-making. For example, in 

Child/youth-friendly legislative and policy measures enacted, and a strengthened 
capacity of key institutions to empower children and youth 

Effective and meaningful participation requires that children have the space and 
opportunity to express their views and that these views are given appropriate 
consideration.
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V – PARTNERING WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH FOR CHANGE

schools, the established child parliament’s views are heard by people who have the power and authority (school principals, 
government officials) to act on those views and are willing to take them seriously. This has been key to empowering children 
and shaping a better future in which they can thrive. 

Children Believe Ethiopia and our partners implemented several strategies to raise the engagement of children and youth, and build 
their capacity that are based on facilitating child/youth-led clubs, committees and parliaments. In FY21, our efforts resulted in a 
greater reach than targeted. Table 6, below, presents the number of young people we helped empower through our initiatives. 

TABLE 6:  NUMBER OF YOUNG PEOPLE EMPOWERED THROUGH CHILDREN BELIEVE ETHIOPIA’S 
CHILD/YOUTH ENGAGEMENT AND CAPACITY-BUILDING INITIATIVES 

Table 6: Number of young people empowered through Children Believe Ethiopia’s child/youth 
engagement and capacity-building initiatives

Children Believe’s programs have helped establish new networks, promoted 
collaboration and supported the work of child/youth agencies 

FY21
Country
Target

FY21 
Country
Actual

# of adolescent boys and girls who meaningfully participated in and led child/youth 
agencies to promote their rights, amplify their voices and increase their influence in 
policy or actions that affect their future

4,997 5,264

While often unspoken, norms offer social standards for appropriate behaviour that govern what is and is not acceptable in 
interactions among people. Social and cultural norms are highly influential over individual behaviour in a broad variety of contexts, 
including violence and its prevention, because they create an environment that can either foster or mitigate the behaviour and its 
residual impact. 

Transformed social attitudes and cultural norms  
that affect children’s participation

Norms, however, are not fixed. As influential as they are, their existence is 
simultaneously dependent on practice. As people practice—or don’t practice—these 
norms and demonstrate ways of behaving, this shapes what the current norm is. 

A clear example of this is children’s participation in influencing decision-making and contributing to society. Child participation was 
not recognized as being of value nor was it encouraged. It was not the norm for children to have any degree of civic engagement. 
However, this norm and its related perceptions are gradually being dismantled and being replaced by new ones that promote child 
participation in matters that affect their needs and priorities. 
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V – PARTNERING WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH FOR CHANGE

Youth working together 
in a school in Ethiopia. 
Facilitating child and youth 
groups at schools, such as 
child parliaments and child 
rights clubs, has been an 
effective way for Children 
Believe to engage young 
people and help cultivate 
their skills and civic 
participation. 
(PHOTO BY JURIS KORNETS. Photo 

taken prior to COVID-19)

In all of the schools supported by Children Believe Ethiopia, there are well-organized parliaments, committees and clubs, which were 
established by the children themselves. Through these groups, their energies, skills, aspirations, creativity and passion have been 
harnessed, and opportunities have been created to strengthen democratic discourse, challenge injustice, build civil society, engage 
in peacekeeping and peaceful resolutions, and explore innovative solutions to challenges. 

However, more work can still be done. One of the major limitations regarding child participation observed in our schools is a lack 
of inclusiveness for marginalized children in the parliaments, committees and clubs. As a recommendation, efforts must be made 
to connect with a variety of populations in order to strengthen a diverse representation. Opportunities need to be created for more 
marginalized children, including girls, children with disabilities, from minority ethnic groups, internally displaced or refugee children 
and working children (children from poor families), so that they can gain the same benefits from participation as their peers and 
have their voices heard. 

Today, there is an understanding that meaningful participation enables children to acquire skills, build competencies and gain 
confidence. Societies require citizens with the understanding, skills and commitment to promote accountability and good 
governance, and participation enables children to develop those capacities. 

This participation can start with dialogue and decision-making within the family, through resolving conflicts at school, contributing to 
policy development at the local or national level and developing the clubs, councils, committees and parliaments that children are a 
part of. Enhanced capacity can also contribute to fewer children dropping out of school and improved employability, which adds to 
the human capital of a country.
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V – PARTNERING WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH FOR CHANGE

Duty-bearer is a term is most commonly used to refer to State actors, but non-State responsibility-holders (parents, guardians, 
caregivers) can also be considered duty-bearers. As duty-bearers, these actors have duties and obligations under the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) that legally bind them to respect, protect and fulfill children’s rights. Duty-bearers 
have a particular obligation and responsibility to uphold, promote and realize human rights and to abstain from human rights 
violations.

Children Believe incorporates a rights-based approach to all of our work supporting young people. The approach is based on the 
premise that all children are “rights holders”. All children, irrespective of their economic status, race, color, sex, language, religion, 
nationality, ethnicity or social origin, property, ability or any other status, have the same rights and are entitled to the same protection. 

The child parliaments and rights clubs at schools, established with the support of Children Believe Ethiopia, are active in holding 
school principals and government officials accountable whenever the responsibilities of the duty-bearers are not being followed 
through at schools. 

Through Children Believe’s program with local partner Ratson, launched in the Hidi community in 2019, technology and media 
were integrated to improve the participation of children and youth in issues that affect their future. At Hidi Primary School, FM 
radio and hotline services linked to government offices were established to support the activities of the child parliament. The 
parliament managed the operation of the two technologies, using radio to disseminate information about child rights issues to their 
communities and the hotline to escalate issues that affect the teaching-learning experience, like teacher absenteeism, shortages of 
textbooks, etc. 

Amanuel, left, 
and Mulunesh, 
members of a 
student parliament, 
broadcast about 
child-protection 
issues as part of 
a Children Believe 
project.
(Photo taken prior to 

COVID-19)

Strengthened the capacity of child and youth groups to claim 
their rights and hold duty-bearers accountable
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VI – CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

In FY21, Children Believe Ethiopia enhanced its Centre of Excellence initiatives on child protection in emergencies and disaster risk 
reduction. Through a two-pronged method – working at 1) the national level, and 2) the community level – we amplified the need to 
address children’s vulnerabilities in risk management strategies, guidelines and systems. 

At the national level, over the past year, staff from Children Believe Ethiopia joined the 
Ethiopian Disaster Risk Management Team and participated in assessing the extent 
of damages that occurred in the country due to floods and landslides (Afar, Somali, 
Amhara and the west Oromia regions).

At the community level, Children Believe worked to raise the awareness of child 
vulnerabilities as well as the preparedness of communities to respond to disasters 
and emergencies. 

Our staff played a key role in providing input for strategies to mitigate the impact of disasters and support recovery activities 
Additionally, as we sit on the on the technical working group for the Ethiopian Disaster Risk Management Commission, our staff 
provided technical contributions to map the risk of disasters (drought, flood and landslide, desert locus infestation), which informs 
the appropriate and timely response of the government.

Children Believe Ethiopia’s local partners worked in disaster-prone areas and, in collaboration with concerned local government 
offices and community representatives, were involved in supporting the review of early warning and preparedness plans.

We reached 6,724 community members through community conversations, awareness-raising campaigns and tailored orientations 
on disaster risk reduction (DRR) and child protection (how to combat/prevent harmful traditional practices, child marriage, abuse, 
exploitation and violence against children). Moreover, 457 teachers, youth club members, CBO members and government office 
workers were trained on how to advocate for children’s rights, protection, participation, gender equality and DRR. A total of 240 
community representatives and members were also trained on climate change, DRR and emergency preparedness planning (EPP).

To further strengthen our program communities, the capacity of the staff from our local partner organizations was developed, as 
well. Fourteen participants representing seven local partner programs were trained on providing community-based psychosocial 
support in emergencies, conducting child protection case management and practicing self-care as humanitarian and development 
workers.
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VII – STRENGTHENING STRATEGIC 
COLLABORATIONS AND PARTNERSHIPS

In FY21, Children Believe Ethiopia deepened our strategic partnerships and collaborations, and networked with key national and 
international agencies with similar program goals. Among the key achievements, we created strong partnerships with the African 
Child Policy Forum (ACPF), PATH, Christian Aid, other local and international non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and private 
companies. 

The partnerships enhanced synergies, amplified our impact and strengthened joint proposal applications. For example, in FY21, 
Children Believe was an active member of key national technical working groups (National Child Advisory, National DRR, ECD 
working groups and other relevant groups related to protection), which contributed to the review of terms of references, policies, 
strategies, implementation guidelines and monitoring and evaluation tools. 

These advancements have further helped to increase the enforcement of child-, youth- and gender-sensitive legislation and 
initiatives in Ethiopia.

A women-run café 
in Ethiopia. The 
café is an example 
of sustainable 
economic growth, 
which Children 
Believe Ethiopia has 
been promoting 
with local partners.
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ANNEX I

ETHIOPIA

Annex I: Children Believe Ethiopia’s implementing partners

Partner Operation

Alem Children Support 
Organization (ACSO)

A partner of Children Believe since 2001. Currently, has eight program staff members and an average annual budget of $54,059 
CAD. ACSO operates in Addis Ababa, Nifas Silk Lafto Sub-city, woredas (district) 5 and 6. Their program priority areas are: Socio-
economic empowerment, child protection, early childhood care, education, health and nutrition, sustainable livelihoods, savings 
and credit cooperative promotion, gender equality and the development of community-based organizations.

Arat Kilo Child Care and 
Community Development 
Organization (AKCCCDO)

A partner of Children Believe since 1994. Currently, has six program staff members and an average annual budget of $70,800 
CAD. AKCCCDO operates in Addis Ababa, Arda Sub-city in woreda 7. Their program priority areas are: education, health and 
nutriton, women and youth economic empowerment, sustainable urban livelihoods and child protection.

Bole Bible Baptist Church Child 
Care and Community 
Development (BBBC)

A partner of Children Believe since1993. Currently, has 30 program staff members and an average annual budget of $318,393 
CAD. BBBC Nazareth operates in Oromia Regional State, East Shewa Zone, Adama City, in three kebeles (Goro, Bedhatu and
Oda). BBBC Langano operates in the West Arsi Zone, Arsi Negele woreda in 10 kebeles. Their program priority areas are: quality 
education, health and nutrition, sustainable livelihoods, gender equality, child protection, sustainable agriculture and climate
change, disaster risk reduction and environmental rehabilitation.

Emmanuel Development 
Association (EDA)

A partner of Children Believe since 2000. Currently, has 18 program staff members and and average annual budget of $122,650 
CAD. EDA operates in Addis Ababa, Akaki Kality sub-city, in five woredas (1,3,4,7 and 8). Their program priority areas are: quality 
education (ECCD and primary education), health and nutrition, women and youth empowerment, climate-smart agriculture, child 
protection and safe migration. 

Ratson – Women, Youth and 
Children Development Program

A partner of Children Believe since 1998. Currently, has 14 program staff members and an average annual budget of $124,204 
CAD. Ratson operates in the Oromia National Regional State, East Shewa one, Adaa woreda, in kebeles (sub-kebeles): Goidno, 
Gohaworko, Udea-Denkaka, Hidi, Qoftu (focusing in Filtino village), Migra and Gendegorba. Their program priority areas are: 
education, health and nutrition, women and youth empowerment, sustainable livelihoods, child protection and poultry farming.

WKHC – Terepeza Development 
Association (TDA)

A partner of Children Believe since 1995. Currrently, has 14 staff members and an average  annual budget of $145,862 CAD. 
WKHC-TDA operates in the Southern Nation Nationality and People Regional State, Wolayita Zone, Soddo town in seven kebeles
(Hibret, Damota, Gola, Selam, Kidenmihert, Warazegerera and Offa Gendeba). Their program priority areas are: education, health 
and nutrition, food security, environmental rehabilitation, sustainable livelihood/women’s economic empowerment, child 
protection/child rights, disaster risk reduction and climate change.

Annex I: Children Believe Ethiopia’s implementing partners
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Children Believe works globally to empower children to dream fearlessly, stand up 
for what they believe in — and be heard. For 60+ years, we’ve brought together 
brave young dreamers, caring supporters and partners, and unabashed idealists. 
Together, we’re driven by a common belief: creating access to education — inside 
and outside of classrooms — is the most powerful tool children can use to change 
their world.

A member of ChildFund Alliance, Children Believe is part of a global network of 
12 child-focused development organizations working to create opportunities 
for children and youth, their families and communities. ChildFund helps nearly 
23-million children and their families in more than 70 countries overcome poverty 
and underlying conditions that prevent children from achieving their full potential. 
We work to end violence against children; provide expertise in emergencies and 
disasters to ease the harmful impact on children and their communities; and 
engage children and youth to create lasting change and elevate their voices in 
decisions that affect their lives.

CHILDREN BELIEVE ETHIOPIA 
Cape Verde Streetm Woreda 02,
House #066 Bole Sub-City, 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

childrenbelieveethiopia.org
ethiopiainfo@childrenbelieve.ca
+251.11.618.7875


